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SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Miller, please.

SENATOR MILLER: I think there is some c onfusion in
t he . . . whe t he r 715 t axe s o ccasiona l sa l e s . I t i s my
u nderst and i ng , a n d y o u c a n c o r r e c t me if I'm wrong, Senator
Johnson, that the occasional sale is taxed, if it has a
clerk, and if it doesn't have a clerk, it isn't taxed. For
example , i f I sel l my t r act or to my neighbor, that is not
taxed. If I have a farm sale that has a clerk, that is
t axed . I f you have a g ar a g e sale that has a clerk, i t i s
taxed. If it does not have a clerk, it is not taxed.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers, please.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, members, I have not spoken
on LB 715 up till now, but I just would like to point out in
relationship to some of the statements made b y S e n a t o r
Abboud about the cost to the businesses of this state and
p art i c u l a r l y b e c ause o f t he t ax on u t i l i t i es that would b e
imposed on some of the businesses of this state, that that
is really not anything new to a lot of businessmen i n t h i s
state to have to pay taxes on their utilities. W e' ve got
only one meter at our place. We have got a farrow to finish
swine operation. We' ve got total electric heat in our
farrowing houses, in our nurseries that causes the meter to
go around so fast it almost needs a grease "zerk" on i t , bu t
we pay sal e s t ax on t h e w hole work s be ca us e o u r home is
there. W e' ve never installed a s econd m e t e r be c a u s e i t
would cost us more to go through the lower rate b lock o n a
second meter than it would to pay the sales tax so we' ve
always paid sales tax on our business . W e p u mp water f or
all of our livestock when they' re up around the corrals with
a well that also provides water to the house. We pay sales
tax on that electricity that pumps that water. We always
have. So it's not exactly something new for business people
of this state to pay sales tax on utilities. The new par t
is that suddenly it's businesses who have the ability to
pass the cost on that is being a sked t o p a y s a l e s t a x e s . I
pay the sales tax on that water or on that heat, but I don' t
set t h e p r i ce on those cattle or hogs. I f I d i d I can
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