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all hospitals all over the State of Nebraska?

SENATOR HIGGINS: S enator Marsh, at the present time all
hospitals in the State of Nebraska are exempt from all state
s ales t ax e s. St . Jo sep h Hospita l was j u st r ec ent l y
purchased. It is no long what they consider nonprofit, but
I am asking that they be exempt only for the energy
exemption, not any of the other sales taxes that they will
b e paying . Bu t bec a use t h e y have such tremendous bills for
air conditioning and heating, and I understand somehow in
the process of running a hospital they have to u se a g r e a t
deal of ch i l l e d wa t e r i n t he l abora t o r i e s a n d s u c h , what we
are talking about as far as the state goes is $33,000, that
would be the fiscal impact to the s tate , 3 0, 33 , 0 0 0 .

S ENATOR MARSH: S e n a t o r Higgins, do I understand that this
is a hospital which now is under management for profit?

SENATOR HIGGINS: Senator Marsh, it is under management for
profit but it does give $4 million a year to the indigent.
Proof of that is from people in my own district who have
called me and told me of going to the emergency room of some
other hospitals, and after finding out t hey h ad no
i nsurance , t hey had n o employment, they put them i n a
taxicab in at least two different occasions and sent them to
St. Joe. St. Joseph Hospital, Senator Marsh, is located in
the eastern part of Omaha, down around 30th Street, w hich i s
my district, and as you know.

. .

SENATOR MARSH: I have been there.

SENATOR HIGGINS: You have been there?

SENATOR MARSH: Y es .

SENATOR HIGGINS: Okay. This is where the Police Department
b rings ev e r y b od y wh o t hey kn o w can ' t p ay afte r an

S PEAKER NICHOL: Excu s e m e . Excuse me, ladies, a moment.
(Gavel.) Would you gentlemen please hold i t d own so we c a n
hear the ladies, please. Thank you .

SENATOR MARSH: Th a n k yo u , Mr . Speaker .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Nelson.
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