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SPEAKER NICHOL: T h e C onway amendment is adopted. Anything

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Higgins would move to amend

further on it7

t he b i l l .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President, and I apologize
for keeping the body waiting.

SPEAKER NICHOL Yo u are forgiven.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you. As y o u kn o w , I j u st now
arrived. The Pages should be handing out this amendment, if
y ou h av e no t rec e i v e d i t, to 7 15. It is o n p age 38 ,
l ine 26 . You me r e l y st r i ke "and" and the semicolon, and
after "farming", insert "or by any hospital." The committee
amendments as they currently stand exempt all purchases by
hospitals which are organized as not for profit entities.
This amendment seeks only to exempt only utility purchases
for one hospital and that is St. Joseph' s Hospital in Omaha,
and the reason for my doing this is because St. Joseph' s
Hospi ta l p r ov i d es $4 million a year for care t o t h e
i ndigent . Now t h ey wi l l st i l l be p ayi n g t he sales t ax on
e very p ur c h ase t h e y ma k e , on bed l i ne n s, on d i she s , on
glasses, everything that it takes to run a hospital. The
only thing that I am asking is for exemption merely o n t h e
sales t a x on u t i l i t i es . Thei r u t i l i t i es b i l l r u ns about
$1 mi l l i on a n d t hi s wou l d amount to about $33,000 t o t h e
state if granted this exemption. I would u r g e y ou r s u ppor t
of the adoption of this amendment so that St. Joseph' s
Hospital who is already, as I say , f r ee l y g i v i ng $ 4 m i l l i on
of care to the indigent, I w o u ld r e al l y app r e c i a t e i t and I
know St. Joe Hospital would a ppreciate it. As i t stands
now, they have to pay that tax and they will still be paying
the sales tax on everything else that they purchase. I
would ask for the advancement of the amendment unless there
i s any q u e s t i o n s .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Marsh, please.

SENATOR MARSH: Than k you , Mr. Speaker . I h av e some
inquiries to make of Senator Higgins. S enator H i g g i n s , doe s
your amendment...did I understand you to say that this
applies only to St. Joseph Hospital or would this apply to
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