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form is going to take priority over substance . Le t me as k
Senator Hannibal a question. S enator Ha n n i b a l , where i n
that opinion that you read from did the Supreme C ourt s a y
t hat t h e t r i a l cour t wi l l no t de t er m i n e c u s t o d y ? Did i t say

S ENATOR HANNIBAL: N o, it did not say that the trial court
could not determine custody.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: A ll r i gh t , do n ' t st eal m y t i m e . D id t h e
Supreme Court say that joint custody cannot be granted?

SENATOR HANNIBAL: The Supreme Court did not say i t c o u l d
not be g r an ted .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you .

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Sorry if that's a double negative.

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: No , no, but you answered the question and
people unders t and . T he l a w was not changed by that Supreme
Court dec i si o n. The t rial court still h as t he sam e
authority that it had prior to that to determine custody.
The t r i a l cou r t c an st i l l entertain a request for joint
custody and go through all of the steps necessary to make a
determination. L et me tell you the i rony of Sena to r
Hannibal's situation. He wants to create joint custody, but
how did the issue arise, Senator Mil l e r , a n d b y t h e way I
read t ha t s h e u s e d t o b e a Sunday School te ac h e r an d s o di d
I and see what y o u c a n t u r n into. How did this issue arise
because Mr. Trimble was suing Mrs. Trimble to compel her to
give him equal custody to the child and is that a harmonious
relationship where you ask the judicial system to come in
and compel this woman to let me have equal rights to make
these decisions and I want it back by a court order telling
her I have as much right to do this a s she does'? T h e y ' r e at
each others throats right now and that is how the Trimble
case c a m e abou t . But for po int custody there must b e
harmony. Th e ve r y case that S enator Hannibal i s u s i n g
showed that in most instances you' re not going to have that
k ind o f h a r mony . The court did not say for l awyers no t t o
seek joint custody agreements. It's not up t o t h e l a w y e r s
anyway, i t ' s up t o t he parent s and one o f t h e r easo n s
Senator Hoagland offered some of the amendments h e did w a s
they are lawyer amendments and he acknowledges that a lot of
times when he tries to amend these bills. But l e t ' s s a y y o u

that?
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