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difficult to say, well, h e won' t say h o n e y o r sug a r any
longer, he' ll say, well, he' ll say, Mrs. So and So, you take
care of the children and I' ll have visitation. I t ' s h a r d
for him to say that and it's similarly, even though she may
h ave a j ob , ev e n t h o u gh she may be out of the house more
t han s he ' s i n t he house, x t ' s di f f i cu l t f or her t o say ,
l ook , I t h i n k you mi g h t b e the better custodial parent so
you take t h e c hi l d r e n a n d I ' l l h av e v i si t at i on . I mean that
kind of runs contrary to popular normative standards anyhow
for a wife to in effect willingly cede away cu s t o d y . So
what h ap p en s i s t h ey compromise l i k e we ' re g i v en to
compromise in the Legislature, but they are not compromising
over a bill, they are not compromising over a statute, they
are compromising over some human b e i n gs . Th ey are
compromising over children and the decis ion i s we ' l l b ot h
have the custody and then we can avoid d ecid ing t h e i ss u e ,
we' l l b o t h have th e cu st o d y . And , ye s , the child or the
children will live you, wife, for X number of months and
you, husband, for Y number of months.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: And that's the way of kind of smoothing
o ver o r pat c h i n g over a real thorny and knotty problem.
Virtually every psychiatrist who has examined the rearing of
children has concluded that in the single parent context the
better part of valor is to make certain that the single
p arent k n ows t ha t h e o r she has the unadulterated authority
over that child, total responsibility for that chi ld . And
if there is somebody else who can come into that picture on
an at will basis that tends to undermine that authority and
t hat r e s p ons i b i l i t y and t h at acco u n t a b i l i t y a nd ul t i m a t e l y
works a hardship on the parent and the child. S o, and I c a n
g ive you a b o ok , y o u k n ow, what is it, I can't remember the
n ame of t he book . I t ' s b y Anna Freud, To w ard Me e t i n the
Needs o f C hi l d r e n , I t h i nk t h at ' s t he t i t l e o f i t , where she
and others specifically recommend that in custody c ases, I
mean we almost grant exclusive custody wi t h ve r y l i mi t ed
visitation to a custodial parent and again it is for the
well-being of t he c h i l d . So I t h i nk t h at the amendment,
while I can appreciate it being offered.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Tame is up.

SENATOR V. J OHNSON: ...the committee amendment is not good.
The amendment to the amendment is okay.

4585


