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prin ted o n pa g e 1 477 and 1508. In or de r t o sav e t he bod y
time I' ve had those two amendments to the joint custody
portion of the committee amendments b lend .'d so i t wi l l j ust
take one vote. And let me descr i be +".iefly what those
amendments do. The first amendment requires that the court,
when it has its hearing determining whether to d isso lv e a
marriage or not, make a s p e c i f i c f i nd i ng t h a t a j o i nt
custody arrangement presented to it as a proposal by the
parents is indeed in the best interests of the child. This
wil l p r ov i d e an add i t i on a l p r ot ec t i o n to be sure that the
child's interests are being solved. What happens in the
joint custody situations is that parents and their attorneys
will agree that they'd like to have a jo int custody
arrangement over a ch ild, b ut t h e p a ren t s and thei r
attorneys may have an interest that is different f rom t h e
interest of the child itself. So what the first amendment
does, the first portion of this amendment does, i s i t
requires the court to make a specific finding that the joint
custody arrangement proposed by the parents is in f act i n
the best interests of the child that i s i n v o l v ed . The
second thing this proposed amendment does is it- takes out
lan~age in the committee amendments requiring that the
court designate a primary r esidency and i n so do i ng i t
restores to the court fuller d iscr e t i o n i n dec i di n g w h e r e
the child is to reside, with one parent of the other or with
both parents on some sort of alternate basis based once
again on i t s f i n di ng a s t o wh a t i s i n t h e best interest of
t he ch i l d . So wi t h that, Mr. Speaker, I w ould ask the
adoption of these amendment to the committee amendments.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hannibal, did you wish to speak?

SENATOR SC HMIT : Mr. President and members of t he
Legislature, I have not b een a w a r e of t h e mor e recent
amendments by Senator Hoagland . I gue ss I d o not d i sa g r e e
with him, but I have some concern and I'd just l i k e t o sa y
that I have about as much confidence in the judiciary I
think than any member of this body, but I think we ought to
r ecognize t h at wh en we do this and I. ..the committee
amendments, the guts of them are really Senator Hannibal's
i dea and I t o l d h i m he could attach them to this bill, but I
would hope t h at we would t a k e a good l oo k at this as it
m oves ac r o s s b e c a u se the .e comes a time when a child under
joint custody needs to have some kind of roots a nd I h a v e a
certain amount of misgzv:ng about bouncing the child back

Senator Schmit, on this amendment?
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