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opposition to LB 204 in the committee. Yet n ow we a r e
unwilling to finance this in a small amount in order to try
to keep the federal funds, to try to keep the total costs as
small as possible. Last year we h ad a p r oposa l wh i ch w a s
buried in the appropriations bill. I think someone referred
to that earlier, the Lied Performing Arts Center down on the
c it y campus . No w t hat i s a $7 mi l l i on t i ck et . Nobody
raised any objections to that. Nobody, almost nobody, I
guess I am standing corrected here. Almost no one objected
t o th e $7 m il l i on t i ck e t w h ic h was proposed a nd w h i c h w a s
passed for that Lied Center. We realise that there are
other funds coming for that and that the $7 million is only
about one-third of the total cost and the rest will be
private funds. But here we have a lmost a s i m il a r a mount o f
money that we' re...in total, asking for agriculture in this
state and I find it inconceivable that we would not finance
t he proposal .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Sen a tor V a rd J o hnson, then Senator Miller.

SENATOR V. J O HNSON: N r. Speaker an d m e mbers o f the body ,
very rarely have I spoken on the vet school i ssue. I know
i t ' s b e en before the Legislature every year I think since
1980 and it might have even been here i n 1 979 and i t ' s an
issue that the members of the Legislature have always seen
fit to pass. It has always seen...I' ve always felt that my
colleagues that come f rom rura l N ebraska a r e s upport ive o f
the vet school and along the way they' re ab le t o pe r s u a de a
number of senators from t he u rban a r ea s t o g o a long wi t h
supporting the vet school and as a result we continue to
h ave a ve t s c h oo l deb a te . Now it seems to me that the vet
school i s k i nd o f an idea or an issue that just won't die,
that just won't come to an end. It's got a life of its own
and it's very clear that the people with the University of
Nebraska who were working on the vet school financing were
simply u n ab l e to o b tain the req uisite amount of
participation from the other states toward the financing of
t he v et sch o o l and f or t h a t r ea so n the big vet school
concept slowly came to an end. But that didn't mean that
the vet school concept came to an end. Instead we now find
in front of us LB 204 and LB 204A which s ay s t h i s . We l l
we' re not going to have a great b ig ve t s c h oo l w h er e we c a n
send all of our young people for their formal veterinary
s cience educa t i o n o r w h e r e w e can also recruit young people
from other states for their formal v eter i n ar y sci en c e
education, but it would be wrong f or u s to let down the
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