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preclude the receipt of matching federal dol l ar s an d t he
response that we got f rom several of our congressional
offices in Washington was technically no. T he f e d e r a l
appropriation is a permanent appropriation with no specifics
as far as when it will end. However, they have pointed out
to us that if we don't use the money, quite frankly someone
else may come in and try and take the money and use i t f or
a nother p r o j e c t . And so w e a re at a d i l emma i n w h i c h i f we
d o not t ake p a r t a n d u s e the financial commitment t hat i s
there by the federal government, certainly maybe someone
else, some other state that has a project in the works may
see that money available and may go after it. Now quite
frankly the budget, i t ' s my understanding that Virginia
Smith informed us that in the next two t o three weeks
Congress w i l l be w orking o n t h e 1 9 8 5 - 8 6 a ppropr i a t i o n s a n d
certainly this will be one of tho se dollars a nd c e n t s
amounts that, while it's not a big item when you compare the
federal budget, it certainly is a big item to us a t t h e
state l e v e l a n d e s p e c i a l l y f o r this particular project. So
all I can say t o you is I recognize that there are
individuals in this body who have philosophical differences
with the concept of building a v et schoo l i n N e b r a s ka . The
question that I always ask myself, i s t h e r e a n e e d and i s
t here f i na n c i a l su p p or t i n t h zs body to commit ourselves to
assis t i n g t h e U n i v e r s it y in building a vet college for the
State of Nebraska in a cooperative venture as being proposed
to us t o d ay' ?

SPEAKER NICHOL: E xcuse me, S e n a to r J o h n s o n .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes.

SPEAKER NICHOL: ( Gavel. ) Cou l d w e h a v e i t q ui e t , p l ea s e ?
W e can' t h e a r t h e sp e a k e r . Thank you , S e n a to r J o h n s on .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Speaker Nichol, I'm not sure that what
I h a d t o say wi l l convince anybody or attract anybody' s
attention, but I would like to get this on record that cash
i ncome i n N e b r a s k a from the livestock industry a mounted t o
almost $ 4 . 2 b i l l i on f r om t h e livestock industry itself in
our state and I think that i s a si gni f i ca n t a m ount of
support of our income i n t h i s s t at e an d I t h i nk t he v e t
college is a concept that we can support. As an individual
in agriculture and also in the l i ve s t oc k i n d u s t r y I see a
great need for committing ourselves along these lines. I
certainly hope that you feel it is important because I think
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