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voters make decisions and you rejoice in the wise decisions
and you condemn the foolish ones. B ut the voter s ar e us .
T hey are u s. And I w o u l d not impose a qualification test
for anybody running for the position of Auditor of Publ i c
Accounts . I know that when I cast my vote for th at
position, if I had one candidate who is a certified public
accountant and a n ot her c andidate who i s not a certified
p ublic accountant but s i mply h e l d a, let' s say an associate
of arts degree from a technical school, I a m more i n c l i n e d
to go with the fellow who is a C PA, or t h e woman who i s a
CPA. But I am applying my reason. O n t h e o t h e r h and, i f
the Legislature of the state has told me that I am not even
able to make that choice because that position is blocked to
people who only holds associates of arts degrees, then that
precludes me from exercising my reason in that arena. I
don' t t h i nk I should b e pr ec l u d e d . Now thi s i ssu e a ro s e ,
obvious ly , whe n we dealt with the impeachment of the
Attorney General and I have been sitting here thinking about
t hat . Shou l d o r should n o t w e p r ovi d e i n th e Ne b r a s k a
Constitution that the Attorney General must be a member of
the Bar Association,must be an a ttorney? I t ma k e s a
tremendous amount of sense for the Attorney General to be an
attorney. It makes a tremendous amount of sense for t he
Attorney General to have passed the Bar Association. On the
other h an d , i f we are t r u e be l i eve r s i n b a l l ot b ox
d emocracy, wh i c h I am, then I don't think we put t h at
requirement in the Nebraska Constitution and we al l ow t he
voters to sort it out for themselves. I n th e en d , w e h a v e
to trust and respect the voters' abi l i t y . . .

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR V. J OH NSON: . . . t o r ea s o n a n d to make the best of
d ecis i o ns . Ev e ry now a n d then voters do things that a r e
foolish and I am one of them. I do things that are foolish.
But foolishness should not deprive us of the ability to make
wise choices and also to make mistakes. For that reason, I
oppose the committee amendment.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chizek, please.

SENATOR CHIZEK: Mr. Speaker, I call the question.

SPEAKER NICHOL: T he quest i o n h a s b e e n cal l ed . Do I see
f ive h a nds ? I do . The question is, shall debate cease'?
All those in fav or vote ay e, oppo se d nay . Record,

4489


