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SPEAKER NICHOL: Debate is ceased. S enator Vi ck e r s , w o u l d
you like to close on your amendment.

SENATOR VICKERS: T h ank you, Mr. President. Mr. Pre s i d ent
and members, the points made by Senator Chambers about t he
fact that this is an elected position and there hadn't ought
to be any qualifications and we hadn't ought to settle the
differences of people in the Rotunda, I think there are some
differences when you look at this position. A nd I am n o t
attempting this amendment in order to settle any squabbles
in the Rotunda. I am attempting this amendment in order to
try to put in some logical mechanisms for an individual
position that happens to be elective in this state, is not
in some other states, but happens to be elective i n t h i s
state that makes some sense. We have some positions in this
state that are appointive positions that in some states
would be e l ect ed . For e x ample , ou r Commissioner of
Education is an appointed position. In a lot of states that
would be a n el ected position. Now shoul d we hav e a
Commissioner of Education or a State School Superintendent,
as in some states they are called, without any background in
education at ally Would that make sense? I do n ' t h ap p e n t o
h ave any b ac k g r ound i n e d u c a t i o n . I don ' t h a p p en t o have
any formal education and yet I am the Chairman of the
Education Committee, but I am i n a p ol i cy mak i ng b o d y . We
make policy. We don't administer it. It wouldn't make any
sense at all for me to be the Commissioner of E ducat i o n
b ecause I wou l d t hen be i n an admi n i st r at i ve po si t ro n
administering things, as Senator Beutler put i t , a
t echni c i a n . I t h i n k we need to distinguish those
differences. I think we n e e d t o r ecogn i se t hat w e ar e
deal ing w i t h an el ec t ed office that does not m ake pol i c y
decisions, is not a philosophical office but instead is in a
position of administering and bezng technical in an area
that many p eople, i nc l u d i n g m y s e l f , wou l d know n o t h i n g
about. I think there are some correlations to putting in
some...establishing some provisions as far as qualifications
a re c on c e r ne d eve n for an el ective office. Senator
Chambers' points would be real on target in a n idea l w o r l d
and probabl y i n a n i d e a l wo r l d this office wouldn't even be
elected. Probably in an i d ea l w o r l d i t certa i n l y w o u l d n ' t
be...it certainly wouldn't be partisan. I h a v e nev er
understood how we got to the place in this s tate wher e t h e
policy ma kers are no npartisan technically and the
technicians are partisan, not only here at the state level

4469


