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life. I know now how she nmust have felt. my way in this
morning | paused to look at the decorationof your
distinctive Capitol Building and | was deli ghted to_ find
there designs representing our common heritage, Magna Cart a,
and MIton defending free speech, take their place al ongside
your own Declaration of In 'ependence and your Constitution.
You and we had, if | re .all rightly, a little |ocal
difficulty in, was it 1776, but now with the benefit ofa
longer historical perspective we can all celebrate the
common val ues of liberty under the Jlaw whichwe sharefor
1985 is the 200th anniversary of the establishnent of
diplomatic relations between our two countries. Let me
remi nd you what that nuch maligned nonarch, George IIl, said
to the newly arrived American Mnister to the Court of
St. James, John Adams. | quote: He said, "l wasthe last
to consent to the separation, but the separation ﬁaw ng been
made, | have always said and | say now that | would be the
first to meet the friendship of t{he United States as an
i ndependent power." That was George I11. Naybe he was not
such a bad guy after all. Maybe 200 years fromnow a future
British Ambassador will be quotin George |11 to _your
successors as evi dence of the strengtg and c?urabi lity of the
Angl o- Ameri can rel ationshi p. Nr. Speaker, sir, ny Prinme
M nister, Nrs. Margaret Thatcher, in the recent speech to
the Conservative Party in Britain said, "w are parts of the

free world, we nust act with the free world and that neans,
first and forenmpst, that we should work with our great ally

across the Atl antic, the United States. | believe
profoundly that the alliance between Europe and the United
States is vital tothe defense of the free world." Soin
reflecting howto use the privilege you have extended to ne
wi thout abusing it, I recalled that Nebraska is poth the
headquarters of Strategic Al rCommand and one of the main
farmstates in America. So | thought | m ght give you a

British and European view of two of the inportant subjects

which form the day to day business of ny Enbassy packin
Washi ngt on, defense and frée trade. The first thing that |

should say is that we in Britain take defense very seriously
i ndeed. We spend nore on defense 35 g proportion of GDP or
on a per capita basis than any other European nenber of the
alliance. We have met the NATO target of a 3 percent
increase in real terns in defense expending and the |level o

our defense spending is now about 25 percent above what it

was when Margaret Thatcher cane Prime Mnister in 1979 and
we intend to maintain strong defenses. Byt | would not |ike
to give you the inpression that there are no differences at
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