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CLERK: Th a t ' s r i gh t , yes .

SPEAKER NICHOL: That's correct.

SENATOR VICKERS: Okay, thank you. Well , I gue s s I wou l d
like to ask Senator Beutler a question then.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Beutler, please.

SENATOR VICKERS: Senator Beutler, under this amendment, the
b accalaureat e deg r e e could be i n any f i el d . I s t h at
correct ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: That's right, Senator.

SENATOR VICKERS: Okay, thank you. I supported the original
committee amendments. I supported the idea that the Auditor
of Public Accounts should be a.

. .

SPEAKER NICHOL: T he cal l i s r a i se d .

SENATOR VICKERS: . . . C P A . But I have a very difficult time
in supporting an amendment that says that the A udito r o f
Public Accounts should have a b accalaureat e d e g r e e in any
subject. Now I recognize that a baccalaureate degree is in
a broad...is supposed to be a broad educational opportunity,
but it seems rather ridiculous to me to say that the Auditor
of Public Accounts c ould h av e a b acc al a u r e a t e d e g r e e in
music or a b accalaureate d egree i n ph i l oso p h y , or a
b accalaureat e deg r e e i n foreign language and, therefore,
they are more qualified to be the State Auditor. That
really doesn't make any sense to me. As a matter of fact,
that individual could know no more about mathematics or
accounting than somebody that has got a high school degree,
o r maybe he d o e s n ' t ev e n h a v e a high school degree. I am
reminded of my father who didn't e ven have any more t h a n a n
eighth grade degree but yet c ould f i gu r e i n h i s he a d t h i ng s
that it takes me quite a while to do with a cal c u l a t o r an d
k new hi s mu l t i p l i c at i o n t ab l e s up to 25, just like that,
like most of us know them up to 10. He couldn ' t h a v e b e en a
State Auditor. He wouldn't have wanted to have been because
h e had more sense t h a n r u n for public office. But the fact
of the matter is having a baccalaureat e d egr e e i n some
subject completely unrelated to accounting or mathematics as
a requirement to being the State Auditor makes n o sense t o
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