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established the visit to this particular cemetery. There i s
no way that anybody can say that Kohl and h is adv i s er s d i d
not know about the SS soldiers buried at Bitburg. What Kohl
wants from Reagan is not reconciliation. What Kohl wants is
political backing for the election coming up a f ew d ays
after Reagan' s visi= to Bitburg and that is why Kohl i s so
adamant on keeping Reagan on his knees and t e l l i ng h i m t o
ignore the wishes of the American people relative t o t h i s
vis i t . Cong r es s a n d the Senate, both political parties,
have tried to prevail on the President to change his mind
and not do this dastardly thing, but the issue is one of
politics with Kohl He doesn't care what becomes of Reagan.
His voters are in Germany. What people need to realize is
that those SS individuals were not soldiers. Waffen means
armed. The y w e re t h e ar m ed SS. They were t h e gu a r ds of t he
concentration camps. It was the SS leaders who put together
the " f i na l solution of the Jewish problem". Some people
cannot envision what a vicious regime the Third Reich was.
They didn't just do it to the Jews. They tortured, put into
slave labor and starved Russian prisoners o f war . They
violated the Hague a nd Gen ev a Con v e n t i o n s b y f orc i n g
prisoners o f war t o wo r k for I.G. Earben and his chemical
plants and for the Krupp firm in the making of munitions and
arms, violations of the Geneva and Hague Conventions, but it
made no difference to Nazi Germany. They can' t s a y , a s s o me
people want to, that the German people did no t k no w when
they would bring the Russian prisoners into Germany after
they had worked them almost to death and wanted to take them
to a place of execution, many of them were too weak even to
walk to that place so they were shot on the spot in the face
of all of the German populous. There was a man named Otto
Ohlendorf, an SS officer, who ran Auschwitz for a period of
t ime.

SPEAKER NICHOL: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: He pointed out that they were to destroy
t hese Jews i n sec r e t and t hey wer e bu r n i n g u p t o 6,000 a
day. He said the foul and nauseating stench of perpetually
burning flesh permeated the whole a rea and ev e r ybody i n t h e
surrounding community knew that ext erminations were
o ccurr i ng . Th e y c a n no t s a y p e op l e d idn' t kn o w . They can ' t
say Reagan's p eopl e d o n ' t kn o w what the SS was . The y ca n ' t
say Kohl d oe s n ' t kn o w , bu t b e c ause what Kohl d oe s k no w i s
what makes this whole trip s uch a r ep r e hens i b l e a ffa i r .
Knowing w h a t t he SS is he i s i n si st i ng t hat Reagan p a y
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