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money when they are unemployed. W e sai d L i n c o l n needs a
Lincoln sales tax because they are going to lose federal
funds, therefore, they should have their sales tax raised to
come in and help pick up the difference in their federal
funds. We have a homestead exemption bill that is going to
give everybody $75. It is going to cost $18 million. We
are saying we are going to give them property tax relief.
So what a re we do i n g. I n e ssence we a re t u r n i n g r ight
around and making hypocrites out o f ou r se l v e s an d w e a r e
going to raise the gas tax one cent. T he Appropr i a t i o n s
Committee is raising the gas tax one c en t . Now eve r y b o dy
that we are raising additional funds for, ADC, unemployment,
they are going to have to pay more taxes b ecause t h e y n e e d
t hai < au t om o b i l e . :. So i t j u s t do e s n ' t . m a k e s ense where o n
t he one h and we a r e say i n g they need more money to survive,
on th e ot he r ha n d w e ar e raising the taxes of t he t h i n g s
they absolutely need and t ha t i s g aso l i ne f or t he i r
automobile. It just doesn't make s ense h o w y o u c a n d o b o t h
because this is a tax i ncrease . Not on l y i s t h e
Appropriations Committee raising the sales ta x on g as on e
cent, we have the variable gas tax little maneuver that is
going to come in and it can raise the sa l e s ta x on g as
without us having anything to say about it. So really if we
are going to be fair about this whole issue, we would put
the cities and the counties underneath the variable gas tax
bill and let it go that way instead of having a separate
tax. Now Senator Hartnett talks about the number of trucks
and the automobiles that don't pay taxes but t hey use c i t y
and county roads. All right, now who is paying for those
county roads7 I pay for them in my county although I l i v e
in the city. Who pays for those city roads? I pay for the
c it y r o a d s b e c ause I l i v e i n t h e c i t y . A nd t h e f a r mer h a s
to have the gas and he is going broke but we a re go ing t o
raise his taxes. On one hand we are sa y in g w e h ave got t o
go to Washington and do something. We have got to lower
interest rates. We have got to help the farmer out but here
we stand on this legislative floor and we are go in g t o r ai se
his taxes. N o w that doesn't make sense. It doesn't make
sense a t al l . Now we have ano t he r l i t t l e b i l l coming up
that maybe would make sense and that is the shrinkage bill
to put some money into the general fund, and then i f y ou
want to give it to the cities and counties, it is fine. But
I ob j ec t s t r ong l y at t h i s time to raise the gas t ax t h a t
e verybody has t o p a y , and then talk out of the other side of
our m ouths a nd s a y w e a r e g o i ng to give some tax relief. I
can' t s e e i t . It isn't going to work. It isn't right. It
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