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and the Governor signed the day before yesterday. S o fo l k
will say, isn't that a bad thing to strip out financing
w hich we s o r e c e n t l y ap p r o v ed ? When I talk about government
operations I want to t alk a little bit about legislative
democraci es . W e a r e a one - h ou s e b o d y . We ar e n ot a
t wo-house b o d y . If we had a two-house system, one of t h e
houses would pass a bill and the s econd house wo u l d p a s s a
b i l l a nd t he b i l l s mi ght di f f er , but relate to the same
subject. The two houses would then get t ogether , w o r k t h e
differences out in conference, if that could b e d on e ,
assuming that could be done, then there would be one bill to
g o th r ough b o t h h o u s es . Now a Governor of a state rides as
a second house . Th e G o v e r n o r basically rides as the second
house in a one - hou s e Legislature. Wh e n th e Governor
indicates that the s ubject is one that h e , t oo , i s
interested in, but t hat h e wou l d app r oa c h t he sub j e c t
differently from the way the first house has approached the
subject, then what happens is that the Governor puts up his
point of view, the first house puts up its point of view and
it is ultimately worked out in conference . Now wh a t t he
Governor has said recently about 662 is this. He has said,
I, basically, am supportive of the reorganizational issue.
He said that. He has then said, I am not in favor " today" ,
this legislative session of starting the ball rolling on
f inanc i ng . Now w h y h a s h e said that'? I know why he said
i t . He s ai d i t f o r t h e v ery r e a s on s t h at I h av e some
personal fears about starting the ball rolling on financing.
While the Governor is absolutely committed to enhanced state
aid to local schools, while the Governor zs absolutely
committed to increased salaries for teachers, the Governor
is very nervous that if in t hi s l eg i s l at i ve se ss i o n w e m ake
the determination to increase the sales and income tax rate
for the purpose of funding 505, for the purpose of getting a
running start on the financing provisions that are contained
in 662, that once those r ate i n cr e a se s a r e d ec i d e d b y u s , we
may then use those rate i ncreases t o dev e l op a spending
coalition not f or state aid, not for enhanced teacher
salaries but rather for those traditional budget items that
you and I would very much like to increase. The Governo r i s
suggesting that there is a t i m in g i n d ea l i ng wi t h t h i s
difficult issue that needs to be effected. The Governor is
saying the best timing to deal with the educational finance
issue is in a special legislative session that looks at that
issue in relationship to other educational issues but does
not look at that issue in relationship to the overall state
budget. I tend to concur with the Governor's viewpoint on

4134


