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h ave neve r st o o d o n this floor and, under the pretext of
saying som e t h i n g i s not germane, attempted t o de f e a t
something that I was opposed to.

SPEAKER NICHOL: (Gavel. ) Cou l d we p l eas e h old t h e
c onversat i o n d own so we can h ea r t h e s p e aker . Thank you.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: The issue is one of how we are g o ing t o
legislate. Before we even get to whether we like the
amendment or not, we should consider the process by which we
are going to get to a consideration of that amendment. I
think the Chair's ruling was incorrect. I think a vote is
in order and I hope that you will vote to overrule the
Chair. Before we go further I would like to find out from
the Chair how many votes will be necessary for this to
s uccessfu l l y b e d o n e .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Ju st a moment, we' l l f i nd ou t . T here i s
only one excused, so I understand it will take 25.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman, I woul d l i ke t o get som e
clarification before we proceed so that it won't become a
separate issue later. If a call of the house i s had , w i l l
the total number considered he re b e t he total number of
t hose who check i n ?

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Chambers, I understand the rule, it
says those p r es e nt , a simple maj o r i t y . Now i f we have a
call of the house, it is up to you to say if any one of
t hose who are no t e x c u sed , which is only one, if any more of
t hose do not sho w u p , it is up to you to say whether you
want to wait until they get here, or if you authorize us to
proceed. Does that answer your question?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But by present, just so I understand, it
means anybody who is not excused is deemed present.

SPEAKER NICHOL: That is correct. Now if t hey don ' t sh o w ,
then it is up to you to excuse them as far as your v o t e i s

SENATOR CHAMBERS: You mean I can declare them absent? Oh,
t hank you , I l i ke t h at .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Tha t ' s right. We don't always allow that
privilege, Senator Chambers.

c oncerned . Got m e ?
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