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urge you to adopt the amendment. Senator Hefner, I am sure,
is worried that if this amendment is adopted that i t w i l l
eventu a l l y k i l l t h e b i l l itself. I assure you that i f I
knew that, Senator Hefner, o n Fi n a . ' R e a d i n g I wou l d b r i ng i t
b ack and e l i mi nat e the amendment. But I'm sure that if
there are 25 people here that agree with me, a nd they a l s o
agree with the horse racing and the. ..many of you voted to
support Senator Chambers on his book-making b i l l . I a l s o
supported Se n a t o r C hambers. I think we have to be very
consistent on what we do on this floor. I feel a little bit
ashamed that I haven't done anything about this previously
b ecause I st a n d h e r e b e f o r e y o u so many times and have told
you how important bingo is to my organizations, t o m y
church . I t e l l you h ow important the pickles are, that
people should be allowed to buy and also to sell pickles in
order to raise proceeds for their church, or t h e i r sch o o l ,
or their organization. Why is it so difficult for you to
accept the fact that a city, or the county, or the village
is just as important as any organization, probably more
i mporta n t ' ? Let me t e l l you a l i t t l e b i t ab ou t Dwi ght ,
Nebraska. D wi gh t , Neb r as k a , h as 216 people. That is the
population of Dwight. I' ve never been there. I 'm sor r y I
haven' t b e c a us e t h er e ar e a unique bunch of people there.
Their city budget was about $7,900. That is their city
budget. They brought in video machines and they put them in
t wo p l a ce s i n t h i s sm a ll town of Dwight, Nebraska. Believe
it or not, they wiped out their city budget. They don' t
have to take any property tax. They don ' t h av e an y . Th ey
received more than $8,000 from the video machines that wiped
out their esty property t ax . Th er e a r e peop l e out t h e r e
that are going to gamble, I'm not going to be o ne of t he m ,
but I tell you they are going to be there. T hey are g o i n g
to gamble whether it is legally or i l l eg a l . The y wi l l b e
going i n d r ove s o v e r t o Counci l Bl u f f s , and I d on' t b l am e
them. If they enjoy it, let them go over there and do i t .
I f I en j oy e d i t I ' d b e t h er e right with them. I urge you to
adopt the amendment and be consistent and let t he peop l e
decide whether or not this is a b i g i s su e . I t h i nk t h at we
put so many things on the ballot. How many times have we
put on the oallot to raise our salary, at least a dozen
times that I know of. We al ways thought that w as s o
important.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Half minute.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thi s , too, is important to some of t he
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