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me that we l l i f we si m p ly extended that credit, t hen su re
e nough l e g i s l a t i o n c o u l d b e of f e r e d n ex t ye a r to extend it
even further along. Now again in your packet you have a
fine letter fr om our Tax Com missioner and t he Tax
Commissioner has indicated how difficult the administration
of the solar energy tax credit has been. I t ' s not been an
easy tax credit for us to administer. Furthermore, the
federal government provides a substan t i a l sol ar energy t ax
credit. It seems to me that the time has come for us to
make certain that we have a fair and comprehensive tax law
and not simply whittle away the t ax base and t h a t is what
2 73 does, t h a t ' s w h a t 7 1 5 d o e s . It stops the whittling and
plugs some gaps and sometimes you' ve got to m ake h a r d
decisions and one of those hard decisions is to terminate a
tax credit that is benefitting a few people who decide they
are g o i n g t o u se so l ar equipment. That is a h ard t o
administer tax credit, that's broader than the f edera l t ax
credit and in some respects is duplicative of the tax
cred i t . Now i t i s n ot r i ght for us to continue t he t a x
c redi t f o r an add i t i ona l two years. It also costs u s
$1.6 million annually. I guess I personally am prepared to
continue the tax credit through the balance of this calendar
year out of fairness to those folk who have bought the
equipment prior to the passage of 273. I suppose I co u l d d o
that outside of fairness t o t h e p eop l e who bought t he
equipment, but doggone it, I don ' t want to extend it beyond
that tame. I' ll be fair, but I'm not going to continue to
watch the state treasury bleed to a handful of f o l k who
decided to take advantage of a tax credit and with that I
w ould oppose Se n a t o r Wese l y ' s $ 1 . 6 m il l i on an n u a l d rain o n
t he t r e a s u r y .

SENATOR LAMB: The C hair r ecog n i z e s Sena t o r Pirsc h t o
address the amendment.

SENATOR PI RSCH: Thank yo u . I r i se to support this
amendment. I f you ' l l r ecal l I d i d opp c s e S enator Wesel y ' s
former amendment which would extend it t o 1992, but I
believe that this amendment is a mo r e pr op e r o ne . And
S enator Wesel y spo k e about Nebrask a b e i n g e n e r g y p oo r , we
import nearly all of our energy and the only fuel that we
have i n abu nd a nce is our beautiful blazing sun. Bu t
r emember, b e c ause pr i ce s h a v e gon e d o wn o r we ar e h op i n g
t hat t h ey wi l l go down, maybe next winter, there is some
promise, that does not solve our problem of using quantity
and causing the volume of more energy being imported. And
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