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that they have served the function that they were i n t e n d ed
to. When we started off with tax credits we were intending
to develop the solar industry. We' re trying to develop
solar energy in this state and we' re g oi ng t o d o t hat b y
providing an incentive to use solar energy. W ell now that
it's finally doing what we intended, the solar industry is
developing. W e st arting t o u s e so l ar ener g y . I t i s
starting to happen and now we want t o t a ke a way the c r e d i t
because it' s costing money. Well it's costing money because
i t i s acc om p l i s h i n g i t s go al . I t ' s encouraging t h e
development of solar energy. We shouldn't be surprised by
the fact that there is a revenue l os s . The r e i s a r e v e nue
l oss b eca u s e s o l a r en er gy has become something t ha t i s
acceptable and i t's p artly acceptabl e b eca u se o f the
incentive provided through this tax credit. Take away that
credit and you really make it much more difficult to sel l
t he so l ar e ne r g y p r o d u c ts and thus, to lower the price
because as you produce more you can lower your overall costs
and the whole problem is r epeated i n sol ar ene r g y . I f t h e
credit in this state and the federal credit is not extended
you w i l l se e a co l l ap s e of the solar industry. Now we
subsidize the electrical industry, we subsidize all kinds of
other energy projects, but we are so afraid of solar energy
and subsidizing it. W e' re asking for a fair shake for
alternative energy. It has served its function. I t i s
estimated that if we continue the credits it can account for
a significant amount of imported o il an d reduce our
dependence on foreign oil sources which I think makes us
vulnerable in our national defense and it has been effective
so far and will be continuing to be effective even more so
in the future if we continue the credit. We' re asking to
remove the issue from this b i l l so we c an de al wi t h i t
separately with another bill, LB 297, and move on with this
l egi s l a t i o n m in u s t h e solar tax credit issue. I f yo u want
to talk solar tax credit, let's talk about it independently
and separately from the revenue matters before us.

SENATOR LAMB: The Chair recognizes Senator Vard Johnson.

SENATOR V . JOHN SON: Mr. Speaker and members of t he
Legislature, once again Senator Wesely parades before us the
solar energy tax credit. The f i r st p ar ade would h ave
extended the credit till the year 1992. This n ex t p ar a d e i s
a l r t t l e s h or t e r . It would extend the credit as I
understanc it to 1987. I have visited with Senator Wesely
about thxs a few mrnutes ago. Senator Wesely indicated to
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