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energy problem in this area also. S o I see a c ouple o f g o od
aspects to this bill that apparently Senator Lamb doesn' t
see. T ha nk y o u .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Hefner, please.

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, just
a few remarks on this bill. I t h i n k w e a r e o n t he b i l l now,
a ren' t w e ? The bill as amended by the committee amendment.
I voted against sending this bill out to the body because I
felt that there was a lot of things in this bill. I t wou l d
eliminate a lot of e xemptions,and as I went b ack and
studied the bill and studied the r eason why some o f t h e s e
exemptions were granted years ago, I thought there was some
good reasoning behind it, and so I don ' t k now i f we are
ready to pass a bill such as thxs or n ot . I kn ow we n e e d
the money but you know, folks, we always need m or e money.
The more m o ney we can r ai se d own here , t he m o r e we wil l
s pend. W e d i d p as s a homestead exemption bill l ast y e a r ,
maybe it was two years ago, I don't remember exactly, and we
k new when we p as s ed this bill it was going t o cos t u s
18 million bucks, and there wasn't any talk about doing away
with exemptions to pay for this. I figured that we would
just have to take it out from the sales and income tax, out
of the general fund, and I don't think there is anything
wrong with that. Let ' s be up front with the citizens of
Nebraska. Let's tell them that if we grant more homestead
exemptions, we are going to have to raise the t ax r a t e s .
These peopl e ou t t he r e a ren' t t ha t d umb. T h e y kno w t h a t
every time that you g ive more state aid or h omestead
exemptions that you are go in g t o have t o raise t he t ax
rates. We also had two bills in Revenue Committee that put
sales tax on services and I voted against them. I n f ac t I
made t h e m o t i o n t o k i l l t he b i l l s i n Reve n u e Committee,
because i f we wou l d have passed these bills, we wouldn' t
have dropped the sales and income tax rate . No , w e w o u l d n ' t
have. We w ould have just spent more. T he m or e we r ai se ,
the more money we raise, the more we are going to spend and
I just think that is wrong. And so that is why I am going

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Lamb, your l i gh t wa s o n a g a i n . Do
y ou wish t o sp e a k a g a i n .

SENATOR LAMB: Yes, Mr. President. I just wanted to respond
a bit to Senatot Beutler' scomments. And I agree with him

t o oppose t h i s b i l l .
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