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if I put it to a vote he w ouldn' t b e. Than k y o u , Mr.
Chairman.

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r L a b edz .

SENATOR LABEDZ: T h ank you, Mr. President. I am certainly
glad to read the Attorney General's opinion o n saying t h a t
we cannot tax newspapers or magazines or journals because it
could b e un c o n s t i t ut i ona l , and for all these years, the
homeowner h as b een p ay i n g sal es t ax on ut i l i t i es , and
business and commercial u se has not . So I am wondering
whether or not that would not be under his opinion of being
unconstitutional. We also sell prescription drugs tax free
but over-the-counter drugs the sales tax is applied. We
also give refunds for gasoline for farm use but the regular
u se, yo u an d I d r i v i n g o ur c ar , wil l n ot g et a r e f u nd . So
we do tax one and not the other and n o o n e ha s e ver sai d
t hat t ax i n g ut i l i t i e s f or the homeowner is unconstitutional
when we grant an exemption for business and commercial use.
So I say that if I went through all the exemptions, a
hundred a nd som e , t h at we had w h e n I wo r k ed for t he
Department of Revenue, there are always exemptions that w e
are granting on one item to a specified few a nd the o t h e r s
not and that includes prescription drugs, ov e r - t h e - c ounter
drugs, utilities, gasoline, just to name a few. I don' t
know whether I should support this or not. M a gazines and
journals, there is a lot of them coming into the S tate o f
Nebraska. I have two or three magazines that come into my
h ome. I am w i l l i ng t o p a y s al e s tax and pay the fair share
b ecause i f y o u g o t o n o w a newsstand you have to pay it. I
think anything coming through the mail or coming into the
State of N eb r ask a the sales tax should be applied ,
otherwise, let's be consistent and eliminate the sales t a x
for the homeowners if this bill d oesn' t p a ss a n d w e p u t t he
sales tax on commercial and business use. I f I have one
more minute, I would like to give it to Senator Higgins.
Evidently, she decided she forgot something.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Higgins.

SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you, Mr. President. Senator Hefner
just informed me that the reason we don't put a sales ta x o n
newspapers is because it would violate freedom of the press.
Based on that logic, there ought not be any tax on anything
concerned with religion because that would violate freedom
of religion. So now where are we on LB 715. I f you c an ' t
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