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and others in which very equitable cases will be made. Any
change in the posture that the Revenue Committee has struck
means that we will clog and put ahead of the primary, the
paramount issue before us at this iuncture of revenue and
budget issues, and that is, what a r = y o u g o i ng t o d o about
the $18 million of last year's homestead exemption, not t h i s
y ear' s h om e s t e a d exemption of 5 56? I can ' t , i n goo d
conscience, vote for this bill coming out and competing for
the same dollars that we do not have to spend o n a p ro gr am
we have al r e a d y p a s sed . I wou l d l ike t o b e he l p f u l but I
can' t d o i t .

PRESIDENT: Th a n k you , Sen a t o r . T he w a t c h ha s s t op p e d o n
t he total time o f debate. Me anwhile, a w h i l e ag o I
introduced some students from Weissert School. Are y o u u p
here, Weissert? Are you? I guess you weren't there when I
i nt r oduced you be f o re , but you are from Senator Lamb' s
District and we were looking up wonder ing wher e yo u w e r e ,
from District 17, Weissert in Custer County, six eighth
grade students with their teacher, and also Senator Schmit
h as n in e j un i o r s f r om R i s i n g C i t y Hi g h S c h oo l a c c ompanied b y
t hei r t e ac h e r . Th er e w as one g r oup t h a t w a s i n be f o r e a n d
now ther e i s a se co n d g r o up . If you would all stand, we
would like to recognize you and welcome you to the State
Legislature and thank you for coming down here t o d a y . Th e

SENATOR V. J O HNSON: N r . Sp eak e r and members of the body, I
thought I would talk with you quietly about why this bill,
556, is bottled up in the Revenue Committee and I will talk
about something known as real revenue politics. As you can
appreciate, most of the bills that are introduced t o t h e
Revenue Committee are bills that w ould pro vide some
exempt>on to the tax base on behalf of some taxpayer or
taxpayer groups. The Revenue Committee will hear a lo t of
bills that i n a sense provide special and fa vorable
:reatment to certain kinds o f t axpa y e r s . And eve r y n o w a n d
then we hear a bill that is designed to c lose down l o o p h o l e s
and exemptions and we also hear bills from tame-to-time that
a re de s i g ned t o i nc r ea s e rates, lake increasing the alcohol
tax rate or the cigarette tax rate, or what have you. Well,
xt is not an easy dynamic, frankly, in the Revenue Committee
to keep...to make certain that this floor only has before it
those bills that are likely to protect the stat e t ax b ase
and are likely not to cost the state an arm and a leg. I
think Revenue Committee after Revenue Committee has learned
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