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Secondly, I respond to the argument of need, but this issue
is cast in a two-sided sword, first, need and, secondly,
age. You know it seems to me that property t axes ar e b a d .
They are p a i n f u l fo r p eop l e . They are painful for the needy
in particular without regard to their age. If you want to
attack the pain of p r oper t y t ax , you h av e some form of
general property tax relief l i ke , I wou l d sugg e s t , the
general homestead exemption which will have the same benefit
for the elderly that it does for the young and will be very
helpful for the needy i n p a r t i cu l a r . I t seems t o me our
highest priority should be funding of that program, not one
that differentiates b etween th e s e ed y you n g a n d the needy
e lder l y a n d o n ly gi ve s relief to the needy elderly. There
are n eedy y oun g p e op le as well and it seems to me t hat a
more g e n e r a li z e d a p p r o ach , like the homestead exemption,
will respond to a broader base of need than 556. M y t h i r d
ar..ument , thi.s bill means the fate of several other bills,
measures which were kept in the Revenue Committee because
they gave relief to some form of the general tax-paying
public, were kept in committee because w e made a g e n e r a l
agreement that we weren't going to give s pecia l i z e d
assistance to one form of the equation of taxpayers out
there and not to others. We reported out general kinds of
property tax relief measures. LB 38 f or Sena t or Lamb.
L B 712 by S e n a to r Jo h n s on . The matter of state aid. Those
a re gene ra l f o r m s of property tax relief. We did not pick
and choose from among people to reward certain forms and
then continue to tax heavily others. If 5 56 comes u p , I
fully expect to see a number of other bills that the Revenue
Committee was capable of keeping in committee argued on the
floor and passage demanded and equity encouraged and the cry
being, if you can help those people, you can help u s. I t
wil l be t he en d . . . i t wi l l not be the end, it will be th e
b eginn in g of a l on g , l ong l i t an y, a l i t an y t h at should
already be clogged with the voices of people out there whom
we promised l a s t ye a r $ 1 8 m i l l i on o f pr op e r t y t ax r e l i ef and
we haven't funded it and we don't have any way of getting it
n ow wi t h t he r even u e s we have . You c an ' t get t here f r o m
here. You can't meet our existing obligations in law.
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PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: . . . w i t h w h a t w e
556 z s t he t hum b z n the dam. If
there zs a rush of balls that can
of different businesses, different

have got coming in . And
you pull the thumb out,

come ou t he r e f o r r e l i e f
parts of the farm economy
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