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leave. Then the ghettos were liquidated and the Jews were
transported to the concentration and t he death camps. Th e y
did fo r c e d l abo r i n the munitions factories of the Krupp
family. They did other things under compulsion that were
designed to strengthen the machinery of the Third Reich that
would destroy them. People of all nationalities, r aces, a n d
religions fought to bring an end to the Third Reich. There
are bitter memories. Those memories s hould n eve r b e e r a s e d .
What happened during that terrible period in history may not
happen again on the same scale but the attitude that led to
it continues with us today. It would be a terrible thing if
Mr. Reagan's action would be used as a basi s t o p r e te nd , a s
people pretended during the time that the Holocaust was
occurring that it really d idn' t occ u r , i t r e a l l y was no t
that bad if it did occur, there were not crematoria, there
were n ot g a s c hambers . These are figments of people' s
overactive imaginations. I hope that you will support this
resolution so that we wil l n ot h a v e t o j u st i f y t h i s p er i o d
in American history as some are trying to justify Auschwitz,
Bergen, Buchenwald, Dachau, Theresienstadt, T rebl i n ka , a n d
the other death camps. T he leas t we ca n do i s t r y t o
persuade the President to not make this inexcusable blunder.

PRESIDENT: Th a n k you , Senator . The Ch ai r recognizes

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I am
going to oppose this resolution because I don't feel that we
have any re a s on t o b e d e b a t i n g this . Her e w e g o a g a i n . We
are dictating to the federal government what they should be
doing and what they should not be doing, and i n t h i s ca se ,
what the President should be doing or what h e shouldn ' t b e
doing. I think we are sticking our nose into something that
we shouldn't be sticking it into. I don ' t kn o w i f any of
you were able to watch the S unrise P r o g r a m on N B C thi s
morning but Senator Newell was on there and he said that he
certainly didn't approve what the President was doing in
visiting the Bitburg cemetery in Germany but he didn't think
that the Senate would take any action today or t omor row on
the visit, and if the Senate isn't going to take a ny ac t i o n ,
I don ' t know why a state legislature would want to d o i t .
Yesterday we discussed resolution, Lk 88, the nuclear freeze
resolution. W e spent an h ou r or so on i t and h e r e we
o rdered th e S ec r e t a r y of State, Allen Beermann to transmit
certified copies of this resolution to the President of the
United States, to the Secretary of State, t o th e S e c r e t a r y

S enator H e f n e r .
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