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variety of exemptions in the documentary stamp tax program.
Of course, th e r e ar e a bu n c h of exemptions out there. They
have b e e n out t he re for a long period of t ime. Each
exemption represents...or a lot of the exemptions represent
transactions for which there was no consideration ever paid,
I mean they are not arms-length transactions and the l i k e .
But it is not as though I want to say that these are
exemptions encrusted with time, and fo r t h at r e a so n they
ought to be preserved. But I will say that when the Revenue
committee has analyzed those exemptions, which i t d i d v er y
carefully two years ago, it concluded that every exemption
represented a sig nificant enough de pa r t u r e f rom t he
normative standard, which is an arms-length t ransact i o n
w here ca s h ch ang e s h an d s and t he l i k e , to w ar r a n t
maintenance as an exemption. T hose ar e l ong st a n d i n g
exemptions in the d ocumentary stamp tax program. Wit h
respect to Senator Haberman's amendment, I should t el l y o u
that his amendment though it would be a benefit to county
government, that the Ne braska Association of Cou nty
Officials supports the committee work. It does not support
Senator Haberman's amendment. There is n o reason f o r t he
State of Nebraska in effect to give away more of its tax
base because Senator Haberman would like to have that done.
His heart is always in the right place, but some times his
votes ar e i nc or r e c t .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Nichol.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I rise to support Senator Haberman's amendment. I d on' t
know wha t t he cha r ge sh ou l d be for these type of
transactions, but the state is not g iving t he c o u n t y
anything. The county is making the money for t he s t a t e .
The state usurps that money from them. This Legis l a t u r e
said, register of deeds, you are going to do this and we are
going to give you 25 percent, now yo u a r e g o i n g t o do al l
the work, you ar e go i ng t o keep all the records but, by
golly, counties, you are going to give the state 75 percent
of the money and you do all the work. Those of us, four of
us at lea st, maybe five, who h av e be en on county
commissioners...with the county commissioners, and they h ave
difficulties too in raising their money. T h e y h ave a l i d
which this Legislature d oesn' t h a ve . Bec au s e o x t he s e
exemptions that we have that is all the more reason why we
should give at least half to the co unties. Senator
Chambers, I think the counties should have more than half.
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