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on Sunday that we previously discussed. So I really find
the bill probably very acceptable to me as per my original
intent and also, like I say, the industry does support a b i t
of a change in our taxing structure for the la r g e r t r ack s .
So I would just simply request the advancement of the bill.

PRESIDENT: Next I have in speaking order i s Senator Rupp ,

SENATOR RUPP: Mr. President and colleagues, I handed ou= a
l ong she et . I wou l d l i ke you t o look at that, find it if
you can on your desk, and I will explain briefly what I
attempted to do with that. Before I go into that, though, I
want to point out one thing for the benefit of Senator
Chambers a nd Sen a t o r Ma r s h . Senator Wa r n e r a l so has some
concerns ab o u t h ow this bill will affect the State Fair
races. The committeeamendments did address that. I t i s
quit e o b v i o u s t h at on Se l ect Fi l e , and I woul d u r ge y o u t o
advance it today, we are going to have to divide these
issues and talk about Atokad and Columbus i n t h e o n e l i gh t ,
the two tracks that are struggling to survive, Ak-Sar-Ben
and Grand I s l and , which hasn't been mentioned, i n ano t h e r
issue, and the State Fair because we are tending to mix the
five together and there is little similarity between the
five really. So we are going to have to divide this issue
on Select File and I k now t he r e wi l l b e c o n s i d e r a b l e
discussxon. I hope you listened to Senator Miller describe
the task force report and so forth because I think he did a
good job, and I see Senator Dworak sitting over th e r e no w ,
in Economic Development, and I t h i nk i t i s app r op r i a t e he
listen to this because how fa r wou l d h e go or t o wh at
lengths would he go to try to obtain a $350 million industry
for this state. the economic benefits are $350 million for
the state, but then, in turn, took all of the profits and
plowed them back into the state in t h e f o r m of b en ev o l e n t
programs and donations to various groups and so f or t h . I
t h ink h e w o u l d go to either coast yet today to d o tha t an d
that is what we have with racing in Nebraska. We have had a
m onopoly , s o t o sp e a k , and the monopoly is now going to end
when we have c ompetition from Minnesota and I owa a n d
M . ssour i , a s y o u h e a r d de scr i b e d , so t h a t i s wh y we ar e
looking at this issue and I think we have to take a long
hard look and not just shrug it off as s ome evi l ga mb l i n g .
We have enjoyed this industry and it has been tremendous for
us. I won't go into great detail to describe why b ut I d o
want t o add r e ss t he Columbus races portion, just the

and then Senato r C hambers .

3764


