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need this. As Senator Conway pointed out, and it is true
and we a l l kno w i t , a $7 mi l l i o n a mount exempted w il l n o t
mean so much to Ak-Sar-Ben in the overall scheme of things
but Ak-Sar-Ben has an overall scheme of which t hi s i s on l y
one small part. They have to periodically come in here and
gain increasing concessions from the Leg islature to show
they haven't lost the touch. On a proposition they had no
i nte r es t i n o r i gi na l l y , they can come in and take i t o v e r
and make it benefit them. If the real purpose of this bill
i s t o h e l p t h e l i t t l e t r ack s , t he b i l l shou l d b e reta i n ed
for that purpose. If Ak-Sar-Ben is going to come in and try
to gain something from the Legislature, let Ak-Sar-Ben bring
a bi 1' i n and don't think a measure ought t o be a dded t o
LB 154 which might generate a hostility to Senator Conway's
b i l l t h at d i dn ' t ex i s t o r i g i na l l y . So based on what Senato r
Conway has told me about his intention, I am going to take
back my offered amendment to the committee amendment.

PRESIDENT NCGINLEY PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: You ar e withdrawing t he am endment t o t h e
committee amendment? Now then we still have b efore u s t h e
committee amendments and, Se n a t o r R u pp , d i d you wi sh to
speak on the c ommittee amendments? A n d Se nator Vard
Johnson , d o you have anything more on the
committee...anyone...you wish to close. V ery we l l .

S ENATOR V. JOHNSON: Wel l , the question, of course, is
whether or not to vote for the committee amendments. I
think the issue has been pretty carefully well-framed. I
think Senator Chambers did a nice job in framing the issue.
The bill that was brought to the Revenue Committee by
S enator Conway a n d S e n a to r H e f n e r w a s a bill, and I think
Senator Rup p , w as a b i l l designed to maintain a specia l
treatment for two small tracks, Atokad and Columbus, a nd, i n
fact, enhance that special treatment a b i t . Th i s b i l l i s
not done i n a v ac u um. There were other bills brought to the
Revenue Committee, I was just digging them out of my bill
book, LB 1 00 b r o u gh t i n b y Senator Jim Pappas which was
designed to provide about $8 million in tax b reaks t o t hi s
form of the gambling industry; LB 627, I t h i n k t h at i s t he
number, brought in by Senator Schmit which is designed also
t o p r o v i d e o t h e r k inds o f b r ea k s i n the gambling industry.
We had a whole stew I guess of tax issues, a real stew, a
farrago, as you might say, Senator Chambers, or a potpourri
of different tax issues. Now in the meantime Governor
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