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year as it did last year notwithstanding the c hange in t h e
exemption, and with that, I would offer the committee
amendments.

PRESIDENT: Sena t o r C onway, d o you w i s h t o ape a k o n the
committee amendmentsy Then I have Senator Marsh next.

SENATOR CONWAY: Mr. Speaker, members of the body, I rise in
support of the committee amendments. I believe that putting
i t i n t o con t e x t t h e o r i gi n a l b i l l , like I say, was designed
to address the two smaller tracks in the state, but as we
put it into context with the industry as a whole, we wil l
note that Nebraska is not unique but does have some special
qual i t i e s l o o k i n g at h or se r acing a s an i nd u s t r y . As we
look at the process by which we have larger and smaller
t racks , an d eve n t h o u gh we do have the smaller tracks by
virtue of their handle and th e n at u re o f t he way t he y
process the racing in the state, they are in a situation
where t h es e a re . . . i n m any c a ses can be viewed as training
tracks and developing tracks for the larger tracks and it
a l l f i t s i n t o a bi t of a syne r g y as we pu t t he e nt i r e
i ndustr y a l l i n t o t h i s si n g l e p a c k age , a nd so as we l o o k a t
this process, we see that even though we have some of the
smaller tracks who their handle and the activity i s no t a s
great as they are in the larger tracks, they are very much a
contributor and the industry recognizes those as all being a
valuable contribution to the industry. The o r i g i n a l bi l l ,
like I say, was designed to make sure that the smaller
tracks were not burdened in the tax structure in such a way
that it would run them right out of e xis tence because t h e y
do fit into that industry pattern. So the original bill was
designed t h a t way an d now that we look at the committee
amendments it is designed t o ad dr e s s s o me of the future
problems that we may see in the industry, and I think as we
look at the statistics that were presented i n t h e Re v e nue
Committee at the t ime t ha t I p r e se n t e d t h e b i l l as well as
the information the task force worked o n, we can s ee t ha t
this particular industry is a great contributor to the State
of Nebraska, to the agricultural community to the extent to
which the number of horses that are being fed and raised and
trained in the State of Nebraska, the activity that they
bring, tne tourism and the ent i r e p acka g e a s we p ut i t
togethe" is really somewhat of a sleeping giant in the State
of Nebraska that we have had for quite sometime, and for
most of that time we have had somewhat of a unique situation
in the Midwest in that we were about the only s t a t e ar o u nd
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