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town, Governor. Next resolution.

the prairie of Nebraska to be with us again, former Governor
Frank Morrison. Thank you. It is n ice t o h ave you back i n

GOVERNOR FRANK MORRISON: (Not speaking at microphone.)

PRESIDENT: Th at h a p p ens , that is part of the system, I

GOVERNOR FRANK MORRISON: (Not speaking at microphone.)

PRESIDENT: No thing ventured, nothing gained, Senator.
Mr. Clerk, what is our next resolution?

CLERK: M r . Pr es i d e n t , LR 9 3 b y Sen a t o r Pi r sc h . (Read.)
That is found on page 1662, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Thank you, Mr. President. F ellow Senato r s ,
o n Oc t o be r 1 2 , 198 4, Con g r e s s p as s e d a nd t he P re s i d e n t
s igned th e $ 100 mi l l i on Vi ct i m s o f Cr i m e Ac t o f 1984 . Not
s ince New Z e a l and enac t ed i t s v i c t i m com pensat i o n l a w in
1963, thereby inaugurating the worldwide victims movement,
has a na tional government u ndertaken su ch a st r on g a
commitment to repair the harm that crime inflicts on its
victxms. Th e l aw w as enacted almost unnoticed by the
general public. I wonder how many of you were aware of it.
And that was mainly because it was part of a larger crime
package attached to a huge year-end appropriations bill for
Congress. The VOC A pro g ra m wil l be f und e d w i t h up t o a
$ 100 mi l l i o n d e r iv e d mo s t l y f r om fines imposed on federal
offenders. A minimum of 45 percent of the fund wil l g o t o
the states and from there to local programs o f v i c t i m
assistance such as nonprofit Rape Crisi s C en t e r s , ou r ow n
Victim Witness Service C enters a s we h ave i n Ke ar ne y ,
Lincoln, and Omaha, and that of women shelters. Such
programs may actually receive as much as 70 percent of the
fund in the first year or two. Tho ugh t h o u sands o f t h e se
service programs have been established over the past decade,
the gr eat majority are still struggling and t he i r
o verburdened v ol un t e e r s and underpaid staff can rarel y
provide all the services needed by the victims they serve,
much less reach out to all the victims that need h elp i n
t hei r c o mmuni t i e s, and V OCA wi l l help to change all that.
Now up to 50 percent of the c rime v i c t i m s f u n d w i l l su pp o r t

guess.
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