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the $225 as we were debating or amended on Senator Schmit's
amendment. My amendment would say that we' re going to leave
it at the S235 for the rest of this year. We' re then going
to go to the average weekly wage concept. We will use first
o .f a l l f o r t he f i r st ye ar 85 percent of that and then
increase that 5 percent per y ear until we ge t t o t h e
100 percent and then that would be t h e c ap on workers
=ompensation. Now that would cost, the first year it would
cost about 3.2 percent and from then on about 1 .2, 1 . 3 a n d
1.4 is the estimation as to what the cost would b e fo r t h e
employers for that in surance coverage . Now r eme mber
w orker ' s c o mpensat i o n z s a protection for the employers. It
provides them a mechanism whereby t hey c an no t be sue d
regardless of how negligent t hey a r e when one of thei r
employees are injured. But the best part o f a l l o f t h i s
particular type of a mechanism it seems to me is that we do
not get xn these types of bidding battles every year or two
a to what the cap had ought to be. If the wage goes down,
t he ca p w o u l d ao d own . A s the w age g oe s u p , t he cap wou l d
go up and it seems to me that that is the logical method and
mechanism that we had ought to put in our statutes. If it
works in 30 other states it certainly should be a ble t o w o r k
rn the. State of Nebraska and it would recognize t he f a c t
that we do have employees who are work i n g i n m o r e d a n ger ous
occupations than other employees and as a result of being in
those particular areas they are being paid more. I t i s
totally unfair it seems to me to say to an individual who is
perhaps getting $400 a week and has made the commitments for
that salary of' S400 per week including buying some things on
time or a car or whatever, and then if they are injured on

he j ob , t h en t o su dd e n l y i m mi t t hem to as it is right now,
to half of that. As Senator Schmit pointed out yesterday,
what we do rs we force people to turn to welfare or we force
people to not make their payments which winds up hurting
oth. r b us i ne s se wh i c h w inds up hurting t h e other
businessmen zn the community. This is a mechanism that the
S tate of Nebr as k a h a d ought to ad opt, but I'm a lso a
realist. Ideally thzs would b e t h e w a y t o do i t , b ut I ' ve
watched this body operate and I realize that it is not going
t o ac c ep t x t , so I wi l l t e l l you t hi s much. I' ve made the
pitch. Senator Barrett has graciously agreed t o i n t r o d u c e
with me a study resolution this summer, looking at this type
of a situation. Hopefully we will have some input from the
various people involved, possibly a piece of legislation
next year that you can all examine at your leisure, w ell a s
much leisure as you have in here, and I ' m sure be t w een n o w
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