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consideration because many times it is these apparently
small things that cause the greatest offense because they
are so un n e c essary . And i f p eop l e strive hard to rise up
out of a position where they were usually prevented from
doing what is available to everybody else and they achieve a
title, don't take it from them. T hat ' s one of the things,
so that's aside now. But I'm going to tell you again why I
wish you woul d s e r i o u s l y co n s i d e r b r i ngi n g t h i s b i l l up . We
have a number of new senators this time around and there
have been new senators in the Legislature who are considered
veterans now, but they were not here when the original
shield law was discussed. Some may not even know what that
law entails. So it is a matter that I think is worthy of
consideration. We have got a dispute as to whether the
First Amendment guaranteeing freedom to the press can come
into conflict with the Sixth Amendment guaranteeing a f ree
trial. Anytime you have competing interests, the
possibility of a conflict is there. So if the news media is
always able to say sources that I will not name or somebody
who said they talked to me provided I don't tell who tney
are, get away with it all the tame and many times what they
report turns out not to be true so we all wonder if there
really was a source at all. How many o f y o u c a n say , and
they would print it, sources that I can ' t reveal be c a use
they wanted to remain a nonymous and they print i t'?
N onsense. Th e re i s an a r r og a n c e about the press. I f you
compare the quality of newspapers in Nebraska with t h at i n
other places, you could even find that the quality is not
what zt ought to be. But perhaps enough money i s no t p a i d
to get the best talent. We who r ead t h ese p aper s d o n ' t kno w
whether the lack of talent is at the reporter level or the
edito r l eve l , b ut i n an y c ase we know that the finished
product is not always what i : should be, j u s t as t h e
finished product of leg>slat>on xs no t a l wa y s w ha t i t shou l d
be. Bu tn ey ge t to cast>gate the ind i v i du a l mem b e r s , t h e
Legs . l s : .: : e a a «ho l e , p =i n . th;ngs out of co ntext, make
their p c s»t by tak i ng what wa . s and b y one p er s on and
dzsreg r d x n g wha t was sai d b y another , sxng l xng ou t a
senator who might c arry the ball for them a l l t h e t ame and
no matte~ w»at the discuss>on zs, they m ight. say Peter
Hoagland said this, that's the World Herald , so I can see
why Pete doesn't want to follow tne nest that he's sleeping
in as f a r as ne w s paper c ov e r a g e z s concerned . May b e i f one
of those papers was that nice to me, I m ig h t be m o r e k i nd l y
disposed, but the papers are what made me what I am today, a
ronster. I go out in western Nebraska and l i t t l e chi l d r en
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