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conflict so far in the 10 or 12 y e ar s o f expe ri e nce we' ve
h ad w i t h t h i s b i l l , why t h i s Si xt h Amendment of course
appl ie s So I t h ank t hat i t make s e v e n l ess sense i n l i gh t
of the amendment Senator DeCamp has printed to bring this
out of committee. Thank you, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r C h ambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. Chairman and members of the
Legislature, we have to keep in mind that when a bill is
pulled from committee it comes out naked, meaning the way it
was introduced is th e w a y it comes out, no co mmittee
amendments, no anything. And a bill once it comes on the
floor of this Legislature is the property of the
Legislature, meaning any of us have a right to try to do
with that bill whatever we can get enough votes to do. I
thank still, despite Senator DeCamp's amendment, despite
what Sen a t o r H o a g l a n d h as said, that the issue needs to be
discussed. How much are we going to exempt media persons
from disclosing information, what types of information and
sc forth. The med ia, in most instances where go ve rn menta l
operations are concerned, represent the only window that the
publ i c wa l l have t o wha t i s go i ng on. Anyb o d y wh o i s
subject to re portage i s at the ccmplete mercy o f the
reporter who writes the story and the editor who butchers
zt. Lawyers have often said it makes no difference zf you
graduate from Harvard if you' ve got a judge w ho graduat ed
from the barnyard, meaning that the judge has a l eve l o f
understanding beyond which you cannot argue your c ase. So
the ability of the judge limits your ability to present your
case if the judge xs not competent. If you have a reporter
who z s a g ene r al i s t and doe s not really understand the
subject he or she is reguired tc report, they filter through
their mand which often zs distracted because the subject may
not be that i n terested, everything they filter and the
b igges t t h i n g s wi l l hang u p zn t he r e s omewhere o n t h e j agge d
corners of their mand and then they go wherever t hey go t o
do these things and they pull those nuggets off and often
t he b i g g e s t t h i ng zs t h e l eas t v a l u ab l e . I f y ou ' r e i n a
gold mine, most of what you dig out o f t h e gr o u n d xs no t
going to be of any value at all. I f y o u ' r e trying to find
emeralds, and I saw this on Believe it or N ot j u s t S u n d a y ,
t ha t ' s w h y I know about this, the same thing obtains. You
find a lot of dart, rocks and what not which h ave no v a l u e
w hatsoever . So wh e n yo u are sifting and the only thing you
catch is that which is largest in size you often are getting

3695


