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to students and probably I think many people that live . ight
here in Lincoln and Omaha, if they h ad a c h ance t o go ou t
there and see what is going o n, woul d p r ob a b l y d e mand a
Class I structure rather than what they have. I s u spect
that not a single one of you w ho l i v e i n an u r b a n a r e a h a v e
t ne access t o yo u r s c h oo l a n d t he ab i l i t y t o assu r e q u a l i t y
education and participate in the process t hat I ha ve as a
member of my own Class I district. I don ' t e ven have k i d s
and the y wi l l l i s t en t o me i f I come i n wi t h a p osi t i v e
suggestion. Try that in Lincoln or Omaha. Tell me how far
you' ll get. I would suggest that this is a model that is
valuable for children. It 's a model that is b ased on v e r y
humane pr i n c i p l e s . The r e i s qua l i t y t here an d s o y o u c a n ' t
vote for the bill on t h ose kinds of assumptions. You
furthermore cannot vote fo> the bill based on the fact that
somehow you ' re going to achieve t hi s my t h i c a l go al o f t ax
e quit y bec a u s e even t hou g h w e h ave p r ob l e m s t h e re 662
d oesn' t ev er. b e g i n t o add r es s t hose problems. I would
suggest that you should vote agains t t h i s b i l l . We sh ou l d
reintroduce that study resolution and solve those problems.
T hat ' s w h e r e the problem is. I'm w illing to work just as
hard as Senator Lamb and I'm sure all the rest of you are
regardles, of what side you are on this issue to solve them.
Senator Johnson characterized this bil' as glacial. I will
agree with him. The bill is glacial. I t i s co l d . I t s
hard. It is clumsy. And I suggest to you that we would be
wise to set the thing aside. Thank you .

SPEARER NICHOL: Senator Chambers, then Senato r D eCamp.

SENATOR CH A NBERS: Nr. Chairman and memb ers o f t h e
Legislature, this is a difficult bill for me to c ontend
with. It has been made difficult by t h o s e who ar e i n
support of it. When it first was introduced I was strongly
in favor of what it purported to do and that was to merge
t hese l i t t l e di s t r i c t s and b r i ng som e coherence i n t o t h e
system of school organization in Nebraska. I w a s a member
of the double committee that voted to advance i t t o t h e
Legislature. I s upported it even in the face of large
numbers of people from rural area come into my office and
at that t ime they thought I was a h er o f or on e r eason or
another. h e ' 3ust knew that I had t o b e ag ai n s 66: and I
h ad to explain tc the m ' ' m n o t against it, . ''m i n f av o r of

,cid -.hem that if a thousand years acro some peo p l e i n
t he L e g i s ' a= u re mad e a bad dec i s i on by al l owi ng al l t h es e
little C'ass I's to proliferate '. was n ot sen t dow n he r e by
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