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humane environment that was there for children and how well
that system still meets the needs of sparsely populated
rural areas. And what I would suggest to you today is that
if you vote to pass 662 you are in fact restructuring a
system that should not be uprooted in this fashion. At the
same time the stated goal was tax equity and I would suggest
to you furthermore that you' re not even going to get tax
equi ty . Th i s b i l l s i mp l y do e s n o t b eg i n t o address a l l o f
the problems that need to be addressed in this state. I t ' s
an i n t e r e s t i ng t h ou g h t , I t hi nk , to compare where this bill
came from and some of the statements have made about t h e
bill over the last few debates and some of the assumptions
that are brought to this bill. I came across a r e p o r t he r e
a while back. It was Nebraska State Flanning Board. I t wa s
created in 1937. It was a Nebraska e ducat i o na l sur v e y a n d
it made a lot of statements a bout r u r a l sch o o l s a n d h o w b a d
it was, and you know that report back there c reated i n '37
and the report they generated in '39 basically offered the
same arguments that the proponents offer today. Well I
s uppose a p r o ponent c o u l d s a y , see, we have g one nowhere and
we' re gus t e x a c t l y w here we wer e i n 19 3 9. Wha t I would d o
zs invite those folks to come out and look at what is going
on in the rural area and then s i t d o wn an d dec i de ag a in i f
you have really solved the problem. Those school s h av e
changed. I found that when I went out and looked at them.
I was surprised at what I found there and how well they meet
t he nee d s of t he ar e a . There is a broa d diversity of
school s ou t t he r e and I believe rather than c rushing
diversity that what the public really wants right now s
addi t i o n al di ve r s i t y , an addi t i o n a l oppo r t un i t y to
p art i c i p a t e xn t he i r sch oo l s . You w i l l r em e mber I t h i n k i n
one of my previous debates that I cited the book Me~atrands
and I suggested that 662 is going counter to what the
futurists tell u s ' s goi n g on . There is a statement in
~Me atrands that sa ys, "An agri c u l t u r a l so ci et y and an
=nformation age are more related to each other than either
of them is to an industrial society." What I would suggest
to you xs that we' re doing, if we pass 662, we' re taking a
step that xf we were goring to do it probably should have
been done xn t h e '50s. T hat ' s when other states started
talking about it and d id it. That wa s an i ndu s t r i a l i zed
age. It made sense to have i n d u s t r i a l >" e d s c h o o l s , p ut a l l
those I- ttle kids xn those lx tie cells and chug them right
t hrough h e sy s t em a n d churn them out at the other enc.
Well I would suggest today that the model that the Class I' s
offer us gxves us more educational diversity, is more humane
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