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awesome f o r ce xs t h er e wil l be u l t i ma t el y schoo l
r eorgan i z a t i on a nd t her e wi l l be u l t i mat e l y refinancing of
education. It is a glacial force that we are putting into
motion that should not be stopped, that should n ot b e
stopped, bec a us e you and I, as legislators, ha ve a
responsibility to the common schools of our state and to the
children wh o enjoy tho se common sch o o l s and that
r esponsib i l i t y i s t o dev e l op over t h e l o ng pu l l t he bes t
system of organization, finance, and instruction as humans
c an dev i s e .

S PEAKER NICHOL: S e n a t o r R o d J o h n s on .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President, and members, I rise, of
course, to cppose LB 662 in its present form. I have d o ne
so on all three occasions that w e have vot e d u p t o t h i s
point . I wou l d l i ke t o p oi n t ou t a couple of things. We
a re p r ob a b l y a h al f h our awa y f rom m a k i n g I t h i nk a
h is t o r i c a l d ec i s i on upo n school reorganization and school
financing and I guess Senator DeCamp has made it very clear
to us, he has told us quite frankly that school financing
cannot come through any other form than through the backs of
t he schoo l c o n s o l i da t i on b i l l . I assume that he means that
505 and some of the other school b i l l s t hat we have had
cannot pass on their own merit and thus we have got to find
a vehicle in which to sell that idea to the body as a whole
and certainly that may be the case and I assume that this
b ody wi l l p r ob a b l y p a s s 662 but I want to point out to you
one very important fact. After today's decision, w e wi l l
never be able to go back and change to the s ystem as we k n o w
it today. Those schools will in some form change. I am not
saying change is bad but I am saying that quite frankly this
xs a historical decision for this body to make and t he
question I have constantly asked myself is one whic h I wou l d
like to ask you before I quit. I t i s s i mp l y t hi s , wi l l we
have a better education system in thi s stat e a ft e r
consolidation than we p resently have? Can we p r o v i d e a
better education proces- to our citizens through 662 than we
presently have xn place today: I am not sure that o62 is
t he a n swer . I t ha s a lo t o f , .' think some flaws. However,
I do thank that xt p: obab' y ' s one that wi'I probably pass.

k no» t h a t ' h e p r opone n t =­ «crked i cry hard to se l l thxs
' i l l t c, t he b ody . They nav e be en suc c e s s f u l . I app l a ud
them for tha . O n the other hand there ar e t ho se of u s who

ti l l h av e g r e a t c o nc er n s about t h z s i s s ue and I w o u l d j u s t
ask y ou t o t ak e xntn consideration the f act , ar e we
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