
Apri l 1 8 , 1 9 85 LB 662

bill of the Class I system of reorganization, it is not a
realistic fear from the standpoint of its constitutionality
i n t h e way i t i s i n t h e b i l l , from the standpoint of our
opportunity to change it. What is available to us now is
that refinancing. I u rge you, I beg you not t o accept t h e
amendment. The amendment will get you 662 passed and signed
into law. T his may or may not be signed i n t o l aw i f you
pass it this way but this is the courageous r oute .

P RESIDENT: T he Ch ai r r e cog n i = e s Senator P a r d Joh ns o n a r d
then Senator Beutler.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Nr. Speaker and members o f t h e b o d y , I ,
too, rise in opposition to Senator Wesely's amendment to
strike from LB 662 the language regarding the financing of
education from 1987 forward. A month ago I used an image of
you and I co l l ect i v e l y p ai nt i ng a p i c t ur e . We are painting
a picture of our system of taxation in our s tate . LB 662
represents a portion of the canvas and that first portion
t hat i s be i n g p ai nt ed I think relatively clear with the
l i ne s d i st i nct , wi t h t h e images clear, is that portion
dealing with school organization, and a s y o u and I have
talked over the l a st month on th is q uestion, school
organization has never been a quality of education issue, it
has always been a tax equity, tax base, tax finance issue.
I believe at this juncture hat 662 shows that image well as
t o how schoo l o r g a n i z a t i o n w i l l u l t i ma t e l y sh a p e u p i n 198 9 .
Now the second part of the picture, w hich i s an i nt e gr a l
pa> t, not separable from, but a totally integrated part
with, blended together with the tax equity issue is the
school finance question and here t he i m ages a r e s t i l l d ar k .
In the words of St. Paul, w e are s t i l l l ook i ng t h r o u g h t h e
glass darkly at exactly how that is going to shape out, but
what we d o kn o w i s that at this juncture we are making a
collective commitment to increase the s ales t a x i n 198 7 an d
use the monies generated therefrom to finance education, and
in addition, we know that we are saying that the Legislature
shall strive conscientiously and hard t o a p p r o p r ia t e e n o u gh
dollars to make ce rtain over time t hat no more than
45 percent of the average budgets throughout our state ar e
consumed by p r ope r t y t axe s . That is a commitment that we
are making. It is a commitment of state aid that we are
making. It is a commitment in finance that we are making .
And i n m y o p i ni o n , i t i s a commitment that is long overdue.
Nebraska remains one of those few states that requires local
school after local school to rely so extensively on the
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