
A pri l 1 8 , 1 9 8 5 LB 662

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, before you begin, let me clea r
up some announcement her e . T hank you . Sen a t o r Vi cke r s h a s
guests in the north b alcony. They a r e 10 ei gh t h g r ad e
students from McCook St. Patrick School i n Red Wi l l ow
County. Se nator Lamb has 30 guests who are sevent h and
eighth grade students from Long Pine School in Senator
I.amb's old county, Rock County, with teacher present. They
are in the north balcony. Also in the north balcony Senator
Schmit has guests, 26 students and 20 adults from Shelby
Public School with their teacher along with t hem. S e n a t o r
Rupp has a relative in the s chool . Th a n k y o u v e r y much f o r
coming down to the Legislature. I f you w o u l d a l l st and , we
would like to thank you and welcome you. S enator Wesel y .

SENATOR WESELY: Mr. President and members, the amendment
before you would strike all of the school finance provisions
of the bill as amended by Senator DeCamp. I a m a s k i n g y o u
to consider this amendment in good faith because I d o
support LB 662 and the p rovisions dealing with school
consolidation. But from the very beginning I have opposed
the inclusion of this bill, the school finance issue. I
think if you want to talk about a germaneness issue, that
seems to be one that we l et s l i p i n a b i g way an d made a
mistake on when we first allowed Senator Schmit's amendment
which was followed by further amendments, all dealing with
school financing. The issue before u s i s supp o se d t o b e
school consolidation. That is a big issue. The issue has
never been on the floor that I can remember, at least in my
seven yea rs , and t hat unto itself is a historic piece of
legislation. To add to that, a f i n a nc e p r o v i s i o n de al i ng of
t he , u m c f :; 1 5 0 m i l l i on u»de i . tl« fiscal analyst'=- report
which i . a l s o a h i s t o r i c gu r e . N ever n av e w e i nc r ea s e d o r
thought abou= n c reasing state aid to that amount of money.
hat needs to be dealt «ith separately and independently of
tne consolidation issue. I t h i n k i t i s a t e r r i b l e mi s t ak e
to combine the t w o issues i n t h i s p i ec e of l e gi s l at i on . I
think if any oi us are c oncerned about t he p r o c es s d ow n
here, this sort of development ought t o concer n y o u . I can
see, for instance, in my own case and maybe some o f you r
other cases that I can support the consolidation bi l l but
really did not want to support the state aid part of the
bill. And that is what happens when you start throwing in
different elements into one bill. And there may be some of
you that like the state aid part of the bill but don't like
the school con solidation a nd I am sure that i s a

3664


