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they' re going to come back and say, Legislature, why in the
heck did you have those people put u p a s i gn , a n d I w e n t b y
the sign and I lost my money, and now you ar e n o t go i n g t o
do anything about it, I ' d like to be made whole l i ke t h e
people who invested in Commonwealth. I t h i n k we sho u l d b e
carefu l abo u t a bi l l l i k e t h i s . I don ' t know exact l y what
to do about it. But when we do tamper with situations with
money, guaranteeing that you will be safe by accepting this
wheat or c or n o r wh a t e ver y o u a re do i ng , a n d t h e n s a y , well ,
we put up a sign so that cert a i n p e o p l e ar e r esponsib l e .
Y ou do a s you da r n w e l l p l e as e . I 'm saying if people want
t o be a b anke r , t h en let him operate like a b anker . You
can' t go out t here and do bu si ne s s l i k e a b anke r , n ot
getting credit reports, not getting financial r epor t s , n ot
knowing anything about the people you are dealing with, and
t ake a c h ance and e x pec t t he Legislature to make you whole.
I 'm no t r e a d y t o go o n t h i s bi l l b y a l ong w a y yet , and I
hope you aren't either because I think we s hould b e c a u t i o u s
when we ar e guaranteeing payment or guaranteeing that
somethin g i s f u l l y pa i d for, you have nothing to worry
about. I t h ink those who are doing that are taking a big
chance. I'm suggesting that we be careful about a bill i~ ke
this again. I' ve made one dumb mistake and I don't want to
m ake another o n e . I f I can he l p i t , I ' l l n ot go f or t h i s
bill, not even knowing if it is the thing to do. I r ea l l y
think we are skating on, as Senator Venditte once said one
time I think we are skating on t hin wa t e r , I t h i nk we are
skating on thin water when we do someth i n g l i ke t h i s . So
I ' d b e c ar e . . . F>r s t o f all, in re gard to the Habernan
amendment, l suggest you go s omewhere x n be t we e n . en
t housand bu =ks , a yea r xn pr i s o n , you know they ar e no t
going to do h at . O n the other hand, one year , $1 , 0 0 0 f i ne ,
what the heck, they' ll waive t he p r i s o n s e n t e nc e and g av e
tnem a little dinky fine, and he ' s o f f on ha s way . So I
advise you to be careful.

SENATOR BEUTLER: S e n a t o r D e Camp.

SENATOR DECAMP: Mr. President, I oppose the amendment and I
oppose it vigorously. T he amendment h ar k e n s b a c k t o t h a t
old theory, that some people have i n he re , t h at you can
solve any problem simply by making a fierce, fierce penalty.
You so lv e d r u n ken d r i v e r s b y mandatorily locking up them up
f or a yea r . You so l v e marijuana possession b y sentenc i n g
t hem to l i f e i n p r i son , l i ke t hey d id xn T exas u p unt i l a
few years ago. What they have discovered is that you do not
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