
A pri l 1 7 , 1 9 8 5 LR 32

i n i t i al l y b e e n a p p o i n t ed , h a d w e n o t h ad a s y s t em where t h e
Governor can make appointments in t he event o f a vac a n c y .
Once again let me emphasize that all we are as k i ng y o u t o d o
is give the voters an opportunity, for the first time in the
history of the State of Nebraska, to themselves decide do
they want an appointed or an elected board. The only other
times they have been given the opportunity to vote o n i t ,
and that is twice, once last c entur y a n d a sec o n d t ime i n
1920 as fa r a s ou r r e se ar c h di s c l o se s , t hey onl y h ad o n e
option and that was the elected option. So, on that basis,
I would ask that you vote t o advanc e LR 3 2. Th ank you ,
Mr. P r e s > den t .

P RESIDENT: Se »« t .o t R u p p.

SENATOR RUPP: ( Response i n a u d i b l e . )

P RESIDENT: Se nat o r R u p p is passing for the time being.
Senator Labedz, then Senator Higgins.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Mr. President. I was a me mber
of the higher education committee. This summer we held
meetings throughout the state and two or th ree here in
Linco ln . I t was ve r y i n t er e st i n g because we had 6 6 members
on this committee. They were all very qualified leaders of
the state. The money for the meetings and th e e x p e nses , t he
study was f u n ded b y t he I'eter Kiewit Foundation, the Cooper
Foundation, the Woods Charitable Fund of Lincoln, the Edgar
Reynolds Foundation of Grand Island, a nd th e Ph el p s C o u n t y
Community Foundation. Many things were discussed at length
about the Governor, and the most important I believe was the
Governor appo ntzng the board of regents. When we held the
committee hea ring, t he Con st i t ut i o n al Rev i s i o n and
Recreation Committee, one of the regents that t e stified
against the resolution kept saying over and o v er ag a i n t h at
we a r e t ak i n g awa y t h e right of the peoole to vote. I
agreed with the regent and said that I do not, myself, care
for t h e Gove r n o r or any gover no r t o ap po i nt t he r e g e n t s .
But we were not taking away the right to vote. I wanted the
right to go to the polls and vot e a s t o whet he r o r not t n e
Governor should. But let's go back to some of the meetings
that we held, the higher education committee. Som e o f t h e
things that were discussed by S enator H a berman, a s f ar a s
the Governor making appointments, that wou ld b e v e r y
political, I argue against that very, v e r y st r o n g l y b e c ause
t he gov e r n o r s t e nd t o take their major appointments very
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