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administrative burdens that might impact upon some o f ou r
county clerks and e lection commissioners. I t cou l d b e
enormous, especially when you c onside r t h e nu mb e r of
subdivisions that we have in the State of Nebraska, school
d is t r i c t s , t h e h os p i t al d i s t r i c t s , ES U s , N RDs, so o n a n d s o
forth, and, of course, in some cases we' ve got different
legislative districts in the same precinct. I t c ou l d be a
nightmare, again, particularly i n some of the rura l
districts; a bill which has a laudable goal, I would be the
first to a dmit, but a b i l l wh i ch I t hi n k is totally
unnecessary at this time. Thank you, Mr . P re si d e n t .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Haberman. Senator Rex Haberman

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr . President, members of the b ody,
Senator Barrett, his talk prompted me to say something. In
the past years we' ve made it much easier for the elderly to
register by being able to vote in the nursing homes and have
somebody th e r e t ake t hem a c a rd a nd t h ey can r egi s t e r .
We' ve made it much easier for the handicapped t o r e g i s t e r
and as Senator Barrett said, it has not increased the voter
turnout. Senator Withem says that t he peopl e who wor k h a v e
to travel to some place to register. There are some places,
I be l i ev e , i n t h e c i t i e s that take mobile registration cars
or wh at e v e r h av e yo u t o t he ne i g h b o r hood s and you know,
sometimes . . . vo t i ng i real l y a p r i v i l ege yo u m i g h t say and
if people aren't going to take advantage of it, maybe they
gust don't care. Then if they just don't c are, maybe t h e y
should pu t f o r t h a l i t t l e effort to go vote. The b i l l i s
going to pass. There is no doubt about that and I'm not
r ea l l y f ght i ng t h e b i l l , b ut as I say , Sen a t o r B arre t t
: ai.-.ec some good questions and I just want it on the record
t ha - . ' ' m k i n d o f ..nc o m f o i t ab l e wit h t he b i l l bec aus e we have
done so m u"h in the past ard h av e n o t i nc r e a s e d t h e vote r
t urno u t . Th an k y ou , Mr . Pres i d e n t .

SPEAI ER NICHOL: Sen at or Withem, you may c lose on t he
advancement of the bill.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President, just a c o u p le o f
c omments i n c l o s i n g , I guess I can' t let Senator Haberman' s
comment that voting is a p r i v i l ege go wi t ho u t som e r eact i o n
to that. V oting is a right that we have in this c ountr y a n d
there is a significant difference between that which is a
privilege to continue to b e earned and w o r k e d for and a
r i gh t . A r i ght i s some t h i ng that by virtue of being a
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