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personal r egistration, e yeball to eyeball type of
registration. We recognize they need a longer time to
process mail applications. We originally said 20 days. The
people who administered the program said 20 d ay s w a s f i ne ,
however, I have absolutely no problem if there are those who
have con c e r n s a b ou t t h e bill and this can answer thei r
concerns that we have a little longer time to process the
appl i c a t i on s . I h ave ab so l u t e l y no p r ob l em w i t h t hat . I
would endorse the 30-day limit in lieu of the 20-day limit.
I think Senator Smith has brought u s a good s ugges t i o n h e r e
in terms of the political party registration. I have b e en
at p l a ce s wher e pe o p le are vo t i n g an d t he y wi l l t e l l , when
asked what their party preference is, t hey w i l l t e l l =h e
r egi s t r a r , I wou l d l i ke t o register as an Independent. I
have heard the registrar mildly remind them that if they are
an Independent, the partisan part of the primary, any
primary e l e ct i o n wh e re a n i n d i v i dua l is nominated to run as
a candidate of a political party, they will be unable to do
that. What S enator Smith xs doing is adding this term to
the form so that they will be aware of that when they file
and also, hopefully, it will answer some of Senator Vickers'
concerns t h a t t he i nd i v i du a l wi l l be aware that Independent
is a choice that t hey have. Further comments, Senator
Vicker s wa s a sk i ng a number of q u estions about t he
information on the form. I, too, had those questions when
we go t i nv ol ved wi t h t h i s bill, Senator Vickers. I
o ri g i n a l l y sa i d , we l l , d o we h av e t c ask al l of t hi s
information? I wanted to eliminate some of it. Surely step
b y s t e p t he y co n v ne e d m e on each one of these that, yes,
t hey wo u l d l a ke t < h av e t ha t i n f o r mat i on on the form for
their purposes. Wha t I would suggest maybe, rather than
t r y i n g t o d ea l wi t h t h i s at this point, maybe you and I
c ould s i t down with some people from t he e l e ct i on
commissioner's office and go through these one more time,
make sure that they are all absolutely needed because I kind
of share your concern, but I kind of hate to stop t h e bi l l
for this purpose at this time. So with that, I urge you to
adopt the Smith amendments. Thank you .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Vickers, please.

SENATOR VICKERS: Mr. President, first, a question of
Senator Smith if I may.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Smith,would you re s p ond?
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