
A pri l 1 6 , 1 9 8 5 LB 439

Committee amendments pending, Mr. President.

SPEAKER NICHOL: S enator Landis, please,on the committee

S ENATOR LANDIS: Mr . Sp ea k e r , members of the Legislature,
L B 439, a s i nt r od u ced b y S e n a t o r s Withem and Chizek, is a
method for voter registration by mail. The committee heard
t he bi l l on Ma r ch 1 . Amo n g t he p ro p onents were Senator
Withem, representatives of t he La n c a s t e r C o u n t y E lect i o n
Commissioner, Douglas County Election Commissioner, the
Teamsters Union, AFL-CIO, the League of Women Voters, the
Nebraska State Electoral Council and Omaha Building Trades,
the Mexican-American Commission, the Nebraska State Student
Association, the Nebraska Coalition for Women and the
Douglas County Election Commissioner. Current l y a pe r so n
can only register to vote by personally applying a t an
off i c e a n d f i l l i n g out a card with the Election Commissioner
or the County Clerk. This bill provides for registration by
mail form. The form asks for the applicant's name, address,
date of birth, citizenship, party affiliation, place of
b ir t h a n d p r e v i o u s a d d r e s s and the form has to be s igned by
the applicant and two witnesses. These forms would be
available through the County Cl e r k or t h e Elec t i on
Commissioner and may be distributed by any elector from the
same county a . the applicant. The form must be mailed at
least "0 days prior to an election for that applicant to be
able to vote ir. the election. I un derstand t ha t S e n a t o r
Smith offers to change that to 30 days in an amendment to be
taken up later. Once t he Co u n t y Cl e r k o El e ct i o n
Commissioner has received the appl i c a t i o n, he o" she must
s end a no nf o r w a r d ab l e fir t-class mai l certificate of
registration to the applicant and if the certificate is not
d el i v e r a b l e , a sec o n d ma i l i ng i s attempted. The application
is not considered registered u nti l t h e ce r t i f i cat e i s
r eceived . The ap p l i ca n t wi l l be n ot i f i ed i f t h e a ppl i c a t i o n
is rejected and why the application has been rejected. If
the applicant's residence address is different from h is o r
her mailing address, the applicant may designate a posta l
address for registration purposes. The e l e c t i o n o f f i c i al
may a l so r eq u es t a signature card if necessary from an
i ndi v i d u a l r e g i s t e r i n g b y m a il . He wi l l b e ab l e t o u se t h e
signature card against the person who comes in to vote to
check whether the signatures are the same A few amendments
were provided and t hese were generally agreed up o n b y
election officials. First, it provides for a p e r so n t o

amendments.
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