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he)p us solve this problem. I would appreciate your serious
consideration of Senator Johnson's bill and your support .

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Wesely, please.

S ENATOR WESELY: Th a n k y o u . Nr. Speaker , members , i t ' s a
privilege to be co-sponsor of the bill with Senator Johnson.
He and I worked on the issue two years ago with LB 112 a nd
have continued to be interested in the issue since. That
bi l l was adv an ce d b y t h i s L egis l a t u r e , p ass e d b y t h i s
Legis l a t u r e and u l t i mat e l y v etoed b y t he Gove r n o r and
unfortunately I don't recall i f w e eve n h a d a ch a n c e to
overr i d e o r not , b ut this Legislature has spoken o n t h i s
same issue before and said, yes, we do support this program
and have passed previously legislation very similar to this.
I think we' ve done that because we' ve recognized that it' s
very important to take care o f t h es e peo p l e n o w be ca u s e
eventually if we don' t, we will take care of them later at a
much higher cost. It i s as simple a s t hat . The se
individuals, if we care for them as inexpensively a s th i s
bill calls for today with their pregnancies, we can prevent
the sort of high cost results of lack of care du r i n g t h e i r
pregnancy that mi ght r esul t wi t h ch i l d r en b orn wi t h
different cr ippling diseases or ailments t hat wil l
ultimately force their parents to be destitute and come t o
the state to help them at that point and the cost to us then
will be much greater than what we' re even contemplating at
t hi s p o in t . Now t h e s e i nd i v i du a l s that we' re talking about
are the, more or less the near poor . The v er y poo r n ow
qualify for Medicaid and AD C p aym e nt s and t hi s s am e
Legislature, as Senator Labedz a nd I we r e j u st t a l k i n g
about, sev e r a l ye ar s ag o w h en w e talk about the bad economy
today, I think it was probably even worse back t hen and we
were in a budget cutting session and we decided during that
special session that the federal government which h ad
changed t h ei r p r og r am to ca r e f or t h e p oor that we r e
pregnant in their ADC coverage, instead of caring for them
from the moment they were discovered to be pregnant which
would usua l l y b e about two or three months of p r egnancy,
t hey ch a n ged t h e i r system and s ai d w e won't s t ar t u nt i l
they' re six months pregnant to care for their basic needs
through ADC and we said in this Legislature t hat i s wr on g ,
that those people at the moment they are found t o b e
pregnant have got to be cared for especially at that point
when the y ar e t wo , three, four and five m onths p r e g nan t .
T hat ' s a very critical stage and we said it's important for
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