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let 201 sit and see what happens. Thank you.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Withem and then Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WITHEM: Mr. President, members of the body, I was
ori g i n a l l y n ot g oi ng t o spe a k o n t h i s b i l l . I am supportive
o f i t . I h ea r d i t i n < ommittee , v ot ed t o advance i t , v er y
supportive of the concept, but I wasn't going to s peak on i t
u nti l t h i s mo r n i n g w hen I w a s driving down, I happened to
have th e r adi o on t o a n ews p r o g r a m ca l l ed "Th e Morning
Edition". It's part of the public radio program. On that

and th e p r ob l e m we have in the United States with infant
mortal i t y . I n f an t mor =a l i t y i s , of course, not something
that gets an awful lot of headlines according t o t h i s
individual. It's not like the space program I think he was
putting a comparison o . It ' s not like a lot of other
programs, but he did point out a fact that I didn't realize
e ven a f t e r hav i n g h e a r d t he . . . S ena to r J o h n son ' s excel l e n t
testimony at the hearing. Maybe I wasn't listening, Senator
Johnson. But he pointed out in the United States last year
the rate of improvement that we have in this country in
infant mortality h as dec l i ne d c o n s i d e r a b l y . And e v e n more
importart, for those children one month of age to one year
of age we' ve actually had an increase in the amount of
mortality among those people. He also pointed out tnat
prenatal care can solve an awful lot of these problems if
the pregnant mother h as t h e p r ope r type of m edical
atten t i o n , n ut r i t i on al adv i ce , other sorts of things that go
on in the prenatal period, much, if not all of these
p roblems can b e so l v e d And then he talked about dollars
and I think this is a very, very significant statistic I'd
appreciate it if you'd listen to. This individual said that
the typical prenatal care that a m other retains costs
approximately a total o f $600 . Now, ob vi ou s l y , we have
extreme c as e s wher e it is much more than that, but the
average p r en a ta l ca r e i s approximately $600. Contrast that
to the type of care, the cost that it takes to keep alive a
child that i s born wit h a s i gn i f i can t birth defect,
sometimes reaching $1,000 a day. I t i s $1 , 0 0 0 a d a y v e r s u s
$600 total. I think what Senator Johnson is offering to us,
obvious l y , wi l l no t solve t h i s p r ob l em t otally. We c an
never pass a bill that solves every problem, however, what
it does is it puts the S tate o f Nebr as k a on r e co rd o f
addressing this very serious problem and i t t a k e s a v er y
giant step towards putting a program into place t hat w i l l
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