
A pri l 1 6 , 1 9 8 5 LB 201

Senator J o h nson .

Could w e p l e as e ha v e your attention. You' re talking a
little loud and we c an't hear t he sp e a k er . Th a n k you ,

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: LB 201 is a simple bill. I t w i l l c al l
for an expenditure of about $1 50 , 00 0 t h i s yea r and about
$409,000 ne xt ye ar t o simply make certain that w e c a n
provide a reasonable financial support network f o r wom en
w ith h i g h -r i sk p r egn a n c i e s . If done, I am of the opinion
and most scientists are of the opinxon that that k ind o f
f i n an c i a l comm i t m ent wil l sav e t he s t at e mil l x on s and
mxllxons of dollars over the l o n g pu l l wh e n chi l d r en ar e
born he a l t h y , w h e n c h i l d r e n l i v e after birth, xt will reduce
infant mortality, it wil l h av e a v er y salutary effect.
That' s the bill.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Haberman, then Senator Withem.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of the b ody,
Senator Johnson, a question, please.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Would you respond, Senato r Var d Jo h n son ,
please.

S ENATOR V. JOHNSON: Y e s.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Cou l d we put this bill into e ffec t
without creating a new advisory committee? Couldn't we put
it in the Health Department or some committee? Do we have
t o go t h r o u g h a n d c r e a t e a brand new advisory committee?

SENATOR V . J OHNS ON: It will be in the Health
Department...the Health Department tells me they f eel t he y
need to have the advisory committee because t hat w i l l he l p
them with the program in the field. I suspec t we ne e d t h e
advisory committee.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Is the fiscal note true, $283,587?

SENATOR V . J O HNSON: T hat ' s for financial assistance to
needy mothers. That's not for the advisory committee.

SENATOR HABERMAN: No, but that is what it will increase the
cost the first year?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Yes.
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