
A pri l 1 6 , 1 9 8 5 LB 201

CLERK: 2 5 aye s , 0 n ays on adoption of committee amendments
to the bill, M r . Pres>dent. ( See p a g e 1 59 4 o f t h e
Legis l a t i ve Jou r n a l . )

SPEAKER NICHOL: The c ommitteeamendments as amended are
adopted. Back to the bill. Senator Va r d J oh n s o n .

SENATOR V. JOH NSON: Mr. Speaker and members of t he body ,
LB 201 deals with a fairly difficult question, b ut a v e r y ,
very important social i ssue . I t de al s wi t h something that
I 'm go i n g to call the high-risk pregnancy. I t d ea l s wi t h
maternal and infant health care and it' s a b i l l t h at ' s got a
p ric e t ag . I t i s a b i l l t h at would c r e a t e a new state
program. So it's got a lot of red flags that you all ought
to be really attentive to and yet a s t h e y ar e r ed u c ed o ne a t
a time you ought to vote unanimously for this measure and
the reason is very simple. We have women in the S tate o f
Nebraska who are carrying infants, carrying babies to term
who will give birth and those babies will have some kind of
a defect or a problem or they may die during the first year
of their life. And we h ave come t o l e ar n o ve r t he yea r s
through medical evidence that a number of defects, a number
of handicapping conditions and a number of premature deaths
can b e e l i m in a t e d i f we simply provide the woman during
pregnancy with add itional socia l supp o r t and med i c a l
support . So LB 2 0 1 i s a very conscientious attempt to make
certain that the Department of Health is able to enter into
contra c t s a n d gr an t s ard a i d t o ne e d y p r e g n ant women when
their physicians certify that they are a kind o f a p e r son
with a high-risk pregnancy, i . e . , a diabetic. A diabetic is
a woman who , a h , f or sure I , h as a p re g n ancy more l i k e l y
than not to result in some problem to the b aby. T he g r a n t
can go to the medical provider or to the woman so tha t t he
person will have some support medically or otherwise to
assist in bringing that baby or that fetus to term, once to
term we expect a healthy birth. The state of Nebraska today
spends abou t $ 7 0 m i l l i on annually, I' ve got it l aid ou t i n
your material, about $70 million annually in providing for
the retarded, in providing for the physically handicapped,
i n p r o v i d i n g f o r l ot s and l ot s o f ch i l dr en with problems.
Again, according to the best evidence that we h ave t h o se
problems could have been reduced significantly in many cases
if we had a respectable support structure for the mothers as
they were carrying the infants to term.

SPEAKER NI CHOL: Excuse m e, Sen at o r Johnson. ( Gavel . )
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