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supported whistle-blower legislation zn the past. I do have
some concerns about the way this particular proposition is
struc t u r ed . I gu es s, once a g a i n, I am in my customary
position of probably not having d one e n o ugh r e a d i n g and
background work on the bill. But they are coming along, and
they are here, and I would like to ask the questions I
guess . Sen at or Lan d i s , i f I may. First o f a ll , as I
understand the first part of the bi l l i t pr ovi d e s t h a t wh e n
a written allegation of wrongdoing comes from an employee,
then the public counsel or official has the obligation to
conduct a p r e l i m in a r y i nve s t i ga t i on . Am I correct so far?

SENATOR LANDIS : Ye s , that is true, although i t i s a
question of may. The l ast time we wrote it it was "may
conduct " a p r e l i m in a r y i nve s t i g a t i o n , I be l i e v e .

S ENATOR BEUTLER: O k a y , on page 3 , l i n e 2 1 , i t s ays " sha l l
conduct a pr eliminary investigation." I s t h a t. mod i f i ed
elsewhere i n t he b i l l ?

SENATOR LANDIS: I f i t i sn ' t , i t sh ou l d b e . That can be , b y
the way, since there is no de f i n i t i on o f p r e l i mi na r y
investigation, that can b e th e o f f xc xal ' s d ec i s i on a t t h a t
moment hat there xsn' ­ ufficxent grounds to proceed. But
you a r r i gh t , i t do e say " sh al l " and that xs the way it xs
structured xn the bill right now. You ar e r i gh t .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ok ay . W ould yo u h av e any objection to
changing that to "may"?

SENATOR LANDIS: No , I would not. I'd be happy to do it on

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ok ay . Secondly, with regard to the public
counsel, the use of the public counsel office should have
some additional concern for u s, I gu e s s , bec a u s e i t i s a
part of the Legislature. And for the Executive B oard, o f
course, it is part of what i s admi nistered by t h e
Legislative Counsel. After a preliminary i nves t i g a t i on i s
conducted, if they go to the public counsel, for e x a mple ,
and a prelim>nary investigation is c onduct ed , t he n i f t h e
public counsel decides t hat r e aso n a b l e gr ou n d s exis t t o
support the allegation, then the public counsel becomes
i nvo l ve d i n a f u l l - f l ed ge d formal investigation. I s t h a t
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c orrec t ?
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