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and that these individuals that take upon themselves the
speaking o ut or . t hese i ssu e s, and thus jeopardizing
themselves personally, a re n ot t o be h ar med a s a resul t o f
their courage. I think we have to encourage more of that,
as a m atter of fact. If you look at the n ational
government, and the money saved from the whistle-blowing
operat i on s t h e r e, you can see that this is a tax sav i n g
effort. if you have whistle-blowers and they ar e go i n g t o
come forward and talk about waste and abuse, that is going
to be a savings to the public. I think it is also going to
keep agencies a little more honest in terms of how t he y
e xpend f u n ds , a n d a l s o h o w t h e y operate in carrying out the
law. So this is...there is the public giving it a chance to
find out more about what is happening in state government,
to give the public a better chance to know if there are any
problems existing so that the people that know what is
happening in state government aren't afraid to speak out.
That is really the key. How do any o f us , ev en a s m e mbers
of the Legislature, really know what zs happening out there?
W» get reports, we get zniormatxon, but do we rea l l y kn o w i f
t h i ng , a r e happ eni n g a t hey ar e sup p o sed t o . T he peop l e
that rea'ly know are the ones that are actually carrying out
t he p r o g r a ms , t he ones that are doing the work, see i t d ay
i n and d a y o u t and t he y hav e c onsc i e n c e s . T hose consc i e n c e s
are some times harmed and hur t b y som e o f t he a c t i v i t i e s
going on and they wish to speak out, but they fear speaking
out and s o t h ey h ave come to me. I'm sure t hey' ve come t o
almost everybody in the Legislature from time to time to say
w hat t h e y a r e con ce r n e d a b o u t . But even at that time when
they come to us, they are very fearful and sometimes don' t
ask us to do anything because they are afraid that it will
get back that they actually were the ones that spoke out.
So, as a result, we are sometimes txed up and unable to act
o n obv i o us p r ob l em s. So t h i s wou l d a l l ow t hem t he
protection they need to speak out and the protection they
need so t h at we c an act on these problems and save some
money for the taxpayers a nd make sur e o u r l aws are c a r r i e d
out a s t h e y s h o u l d be . I t i s go o d p u b l i c p ol i c y a n d I ' d a sk

SPEAKER NICHOL: Sen ator Beutler's light came o n. Se n a t o r
Beutler, they would like to have had that their closing, but
I d i d n ' t an n o u nce i t , so i f you ' d l i ke t o speak, you may .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature,
as S e n a t o r Lan d i s and S enator Wese l y wel l kn ow , I h ave

your support for the bill.
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