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institutions and so forth. Now this particular interest has
b een a concern t o m e f o r ye a r s . There is so many times when
I have gone to the ballot box, to the polling place in Omaha
a nd b e e n co nf r on t e d with t he s e l ong ba l l ot s t hat h av e
several ballot measures that have wel l ov er a d ozen, t w o
dozen candidates, well over a dozen or two dozen different
offices to have ~ vote for and been bewildered with a whole
barrage of names that I'm not familiar with. I think that
the Board of Regents Office like a number of other county
offices, Natural Resource District offices, a re l ow
visibility offices. They a re o f f i c es wh er e t he vo t er s
real l y do not h ave an opportunity to fully educate
themselves about t he cand i d a t e s b e c a u s e , number on e , t he r e
are too many other offices that are being contended f o r at
the same e lection i nc lud i ng , o f cou r se , more important
partisan offices, the Governor, the Congressional offices,
t he Se n a t e r ac e s and so f o r t h . Se con d l y , t here r e al l y
are...it's really hard to generate an election debate or an
e lec t i o n i ss u e i n an election for a position on the Board of
Regents. So ofte ntimes we find candidates t ha t ar e
generating issues of their o wn, mak in g i ss u e s out o f wh o l e
cloth, candidates whc tend to get on issues that are o n l y
ta:igen ially related to the real functions and th e r ea l
purposes of th s administrative kind of a j ob . I t hi nk ou r
pol i t i ca l sys t e m d o e s n ' t wo r k ve r y we l l when we r e l y on t he
electorate to elect people to office. that are e ssent i a l l y
adminis rative offices, particularly when those elections
appear o n t he =a r ne ballot as those for the other offices
t ha t I i nd i c a t ed earlier. Studies show that these long
b al l o t e l e c t i on s l i ke we h a v e i n the State of Nebraska tend
to discourage the public. The Nebra s ka d a t a t hat h a s b e e n
reviewed indicates that one-sixth of those voting d rop o f f
before they get down to the candidate for the regents. Nany
v oter s a r e u na b l e t o name their regent. Nany more a r e a bl e
to give only superficial r easons f o r su ppo r " i ng one
candidat e o r a no t he r . At the same time the elections have
b ecome very e x p ens i v e . I n 1984 t h e r e w a s $33,000 expended
by two candidates in one race. I n 1982 t he r e was $27,000
e xpended b y t wo c an d i d a t e s in one ra ce , ag ai n for a l ow
visibility office most voters are not particularly familiar
with and perhaps are not particularly concerned about . So
what we' re asking you in this constitutional amendment is =o
allow the people of the State of Nebraska to decide whether
they want to continue with the same system for selecting
members of th e go verning boards of the U niversity of
Nebraska or w h e t h e r they would like to go to a system that
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