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Senator Hoag l and .

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Mr. Speaker and co l l ea g ues , I r i s e t o
support L R 3 2 as am ended by t he committee and let me make
j ust a c o u p l e o f i n i t i a l com r e n t s i n support of this measure
and I know others wish to speak to it as well. Let me first
emphasize the fact that this bill represents an opportunity
to the voters to have an opportunity to decide w hether o r
not the members of the Board of Regents of the University
system should be appointed or elected. Now I'm sure some
people are going to raise the hue and c r y t hat on ce again
we' re t a k i ng away a vote of the people, but, c o l l e a g ues ,
w e' re no t doing that. We ' re not doing that. Wh at we' re
al l ow in g by way o f t h i s constitutional amendment xs the
people themselves to decide whethe r or n ot t h ey w~sh to
continue to elect their ' egent s o r t o p as s a constitutional
amendment calling for them to be appointed. Now le t me
i nd i c a t e , l e t me gave you a co u p l e o f t h e r easons w l y I
think the people of the State o f Nebraska, all of the
voters, ought to be given an oppor unity to make that
decis i o n . Now, first of all, the re are on l y seven
universities and five states that elect t hei r r eg e n t s o r
t rus t e es . Upwa r d s of 70 major pub lic unive r s i t i es ,
virtually 90 percent of all of the major public universities
of the size with the responsibilities and duties of the
University of Nebraska have appo i n t e d r eg e n t s . And o f t he
seven universities that do have elected regents they are in
only five state , in Colorado, Michigan, Illinois, Nevada
and Nebraska. Now in addition to that the vast majority of
a l l t he Un i ve r s i t y o f Nebr a s k a ' s p eer xnstx t u t i o ns a r e
g overned b y appo i n t e d b o a r d s . Of the ten so-called peer
institutions of UNL, institutions that have been selected
for purposes o f setting faculty salaries and otn er
comparability concepts, eight of t he te n appoint their
r egents . Al l n i n e of the peer institutions of UNO appoint
t hei r gov e r ni ng bo ar d s and f ou r of t he f iv e pee r
institutions o f the Medical Center, th e University of
Nebraska Medical Center, appoint their regents. I needn ' t
remind you t hat the Nebraska State Colleg" System has
appointed members and I have never myself heard any serious
criticisms about the quality of t he i n d i v i du a l s t ha t hav e
been appo i n t e d b y ou r Governor s t h r ou g h t he yea r s to =he
Board of T r us t ees o f =he Nebraska State Colleges. So in
conclusion, appointment is by far the majo r m ode o f
governance for the nation's universities whether it is small
s tate s o r l ar ge s tat es , whe t h e r it is la n d gran t
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